
Handfeeding Pionus
Parrots

Suzanne Myers
Valrico, Florida

Native to South America, the
Pionus Parrots have become in­

creasingly more popular as they receive
more focus. The Piomis Parrot (genus
Pionus) consists ofeight species.

1. Blue~headed Pionus Pianus men­
struus also known as the Red-vented
Parrot - Range/Habitat: Mexico, Costa
Rica and Tropical South America.

Its most outstanding blue head,
breast and throat are complimented by
the brilliant green of the body. The bill is
dark gray with red markings at the base
of both mandibles. The undertail cov­
erts are brilliant red tipped with gr~en.

2. Bronze-winged Pionus Pianus
chalcopterus- Range/Habitat: The An­
des of Columbia, Ecuador and North­
western Peru.

The colors on the Bronze-wing, aside
from its subtleness are quite striking.
The crown, back of head and upper
neck are a dark bluish green. The wings
are bronze, the tail and upper parts of
the breast are extremely dark blue. The
fusion of color in the throat area varies
from a pinkish white to a deeper coral­
white. The tail is dark blue with the un­
der coverts deep scarlet. The most
brilliant coloring appears on the under­
side of the wings. This is a brilliant iri­
descent aqua. The eye ring is pink
deepening to a dark coral during the
breeding season. Three pair of my
bronze-wings have obtained full coral
eye ring color at two years old and have
maintained it.

3. Coral-billed Pionus Pianus sar­
didus - Range/Habitat: Northern Vene­
zuela and Western Columbia to
Ecuador, Eastern Peru and Northern Bo­
livia. The coral bill is the most outstand­
ing feature of this species. The body is
green with blue bordering and white
eye ring.

4. Dusky Pionus Pianus juscus -
Range/Habitat: . Venezuela, Lower
Amazon areas and the Guianas.
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The Dusky is an extremely striking
bird. The head bears a resemblance to
the Peregrine Falcon and is distinctively
marked with buff. The skin surround­
ing the eye is gray in adults. The head is
slate blue. The cere is marked with red
feathers on either side, and the feathers
of the breast area are brownish-pink be­
coming a rich wine as the bird matures.
The untertail coverts are purplish red
and the tail itself is a bright violet. The
variation on the chest at maturity varies.

Some maintain more a grayish pink
to a deep wine. The males tend to ob­
tain a deeper color. The underside of
the flights is an iridescent silver blue. My
most colorful male (imported but in
captivity for six years) has phenomenal
wine color. His first year offspring have
extraordinary color, the male and fe­
male siblings are almost identical.

5. The Maximillian Pionus Pianus
maxmillani - Habitat/Range: Brazil
through Bolivia and Paraguay to North­
ern Argentina. The Maximillian is the
largest of the Pionus species. The plum­
age is less colorful. The scaly head with
the white eye ring is the most outstand­
ing feature. The overall color is bronze
olive. The chin is a purplish blue which
extends to the throat area.

6. Massena's Pionus or White­
headed Pionus Pianus tumultaus
senilaides - Range/Habitat: Western
Venezuela, Western Columbia, Ecua­
dor, north-western Peru in the Andes.

This is the most rare of the Pionus
species which has yet to be bred in cap­
tivity. The head is a dullish green with a
white base which gives a speckled ap­
pearance. The upper parts are a dark
green which extends to the tail. The
breast is dark mauvish blue.

7. Plum-crowned Pionus Pianus tu­
multuasus tumultuasus - Range/Habi­
tat: Peru, the mountains of Central and
Southern Regions. Unique head color­
ing, plum on the crown and forehead.

The Plum-crowned is very similar in
head contour and body shape to the
Massena's or White-headed.

8. White-capped Pionus Pianus
senilis- Range/Habitat: Mexico south­
east region through Central America,
Western Panama. It has a white feath­
ered crown which starts from the beak
and extends to a Vshape. The eye ring is
white until maturity, at which time it be­
comes coral. The rest of the head ap­
pears dark blue. The upper breast is
dark green and the lower breast is bluish
green.

In 1933, I took five pair of White­
capped Pionus to England. Some of
these were my first hatch from 1989.

All Pionus Parrots should be DNA
sexed as young to eliminate any ques­
tions related to their pairing.

I have been handfeeding Pionus Par­
rots since 1986. Since some of the spe­
cies are endangered already, I feel
committed to monitor the results of my
breeding. The otIspring are sold as pets
or young breeder pairs.

The Pionus are excellent parents,
their clutches number from three to six
and they sit until the babies are pulled,
approximately 10 days to two and one
halfweeks, depending on the size of the
clutch.

My handfeeding diet is Kaytee Exact.
In 1986, I was introduced to Dr. Randall
Brue and Kaytee by Miami Veterinarian
Dr. Thomas Goldsmith.

They came to my aviary and intro­
duced the formula. I had many ques­
tions as my Cockatiels and Pionus were
already set up for breeding.

I was somewhat apprehensive as
Cockatiels and Pionus are known for
the tendency towards candidia. This
concern was soon alleviated as I real­
ized a tremendous support system
through Kaytee.

My formula is stored in dated freezer
bags after the original five pound bag is
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~ Relive the Experience...
IT'S HERE...For the first time ever.. .Your personal video series of this year's

5th Annual Midwest Avian Research Expo. Now you, too, can help support Avian
Research by bringing the entire '94 conference and Wet Labs into your own home.
Over 23 hours of lectures, slides, labs, and shows in a 4-set video series.

Don't miss the last great opportunity to be instructed and lectured by some of the
top veterinarians and aviculturists in the worldl

Each set of tapes is professionally recorded with broadcast quality and clarity.

VIDEO SET'1 - Wet Labs FERTILITY INCUBATION & EMBRYOTIC DEVELOPMENT...Techniques use­
ful to the Aviculturist: Dr. George Gee. INTRODUCTORY MICROSCOPIC AND CULTURAL TECHNIQUES AND
INTERPRETATION AS APPLIED TO AVICUlTURE: Dr. Jack Gaskin. EMERGENCY MEDICAL PROCEDURES. Will
demonstrate basic techniques of fluid administration, blood drawing, 1M injections, gavaging, etc.: Dr. Keven Rammer.
HANDFEEDING TECHNIQUES & CONSIDERATIONS. POWER FEEDING FOR THE COMMERCiAl AVlCUlTURIST:
Howard Voren. TECHNIQUES SPECIRCAllY FOR lORIES AND lORIKEETS: John Vanderhoof. SPOON FEEDING, TUBE
FEEDING, etc. Also, DIFFERENT TOOLS, FEEDING FORMULAS, DISINFECTANTS AND HOW THEY WORK. with TIPS ON
WEANING: Susan Buzzelli & Debbie Obarka. UNDERSTANDING BIRD BEHAVIOR: A Realistic look at Why Pet Birds Do
What They Do. To help bird ov.ners develop abetter understanding of their pet birds and the many problems commonly
associated with birds as pets: Steve Martin. Over 6 hours. $129.95.

VIDEO SET 12 - Conference Lectures, Pt. 1 RESEARCH UPDATE plus ADVANCES IN VACCINE FOR
AVIAN POLYOMA VIRUS· Dr. Branson Ritchie. RESEARCH ON PEOPLE AND BIRDS - Erik Peake. POTENTIALS AND
LIMITS OF CAPTIVE BREEDING AND ENDANGERED SPECIES CONSERVATION - Noel Snyder. RESEARCH UPDATE
plus MICROBACTERIA IN BIRDS (Tuberculosis) - Dr. Keven Rammer. BREEDING STIMULUS IN CENTRAL AND SOUTH
AMERICAN BIRDS WITH FOCUS ON GENUS AMAZONA, Part 1, NUTRITION - Howard Voren. CARE AND
MANAGEMENT OF TOUCANS - Jerry Jennings. HOWS AND WHYS OF AVIAN REPRODUCTIVE PHYSIOLOGY· Dr.
George Gee. TAlK TO ME, NOT OVER ME - A simplified Guide to Understanding Your Veterinarian's Terminology - Dr.
Branson Ritchie. TRAINING TECHNIQUES - Steve Martin. Over 6 hours. $99.95.

VIDEO SET 13 - Conference Lectures, Pt. 2 BREEDING STIMULUS IN CENTRAL AND SOUTH
AMERICAN BIRDS WITH FOCUS ON GENUS AMAZONA, Part 2, PSYCHOLOGY - Howard Voren. WHArs NEW WITH
lORIES? - John Vanderhoof. The ROLE OF THE BIRD MAGAZINE IN AVICUlTURE - Kathleen Etchepare & Philip
Samuelson. RESEARCH UPDATE plus AVIAN HERPES VIRUS INFECTIONS PSITTACINE EMPHASIS· Dr. Jack Gaskin.
KEEPING AND BREEDING THE RARE VASA PARROTS - SUCCESSES AND FAILURES - Dave Blynn. CARE AND
MANAGEMENT OF SOFTBlllS IN GENERAL - Hombills, Starlings, and Others· Jerry Jennings. THE COLD CLIMATE
AVIARY - CONSTRUCTION AND PARROT BREEDING • Susan Buzzelli. BREEDING AND MANAGEMENT OF THE
MODERN .!I\lDGERIG.~R.:Erlk P~*~. BIRD SHOW - Steve Martin. Over 6 hours. $.9~.95 ....
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NAIL, & BEAK TRIMMING - Dr. Michael Taylor. DIET AND NUTRITION· Dr. Robin Lane. PURCHASING A HEALTHY
BIRD· Dr. Michael Bonda BASIC BREEDING - Ernie Colaizzi. PARROTS AS PETS - Steve Martin. WHAT KIND OF BIRD
SHOULD I BUY? - Joe Freed. DAILY MAINTAINANCE AND HOUSING· Dr. Robin lane. HANDFEEDING TECHNIQUES -
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CONTROL DISEASE
WITH

VfiNODINE Vol8
. ORIGINAL PRODUCT OF ENGLAND·

IODINE COMPLEX CLEANER
VAIlODIIlE V.II ISAN IODINE BASEDCLEANEPiDISINFECTANT

IN CONCENTRATED FORM, THAT HELPS CONTROL DISEASE IN THE
PRESENCE OF ALL WARM BLOODED CREATURES.

RECOMMENDED FOR WASHING CAGES. FLIGHTS, NEST
BOXES. FOOD AND WATER VESSELS. ETC.

PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING AND HANDLING
(CONT!NENTAl U,S.A. ONlY.ALASKA, HAWAll. AND PUERTO RICO. CALL FOR RATES)

opened. It maintains its freshness and is
quite easily mixed. The temperature of
the formula when fed is between 100' F
and lOS' F. This formula is added to ex­
tremely hot tap water, which is tested
with a thermometer. The protein con­
tent is 22% maximum which is ideal for
young Pionus. The consistency varies
for different age babies. The young are
between two and two and one half
weeks when they are pulled. This is
done in the early A.M. when the crops
are ideally empty.

Before the first feeding, they are
given approximately lOcc of warm
Pedialyte. This offsets any form ofdehy­
dration and allows a smooth transition
from parent to handfeeding.

The ratio of Exact to water is one part
Exact to one and one third - two parts
water. This formula must never be
reused.

At two weeks, I feed three times a
day, the youngest in a clutch of six
pulled at two and one halfweeks would
only be eight days old and would re­
quire more feedings the first week and
one half. I have had only three clutches
ofsix in 1993-1994.

All babies are fed only when crops
are empty and one syringe is used for
each clutch. They are sterilized after
each use. The babies are kept in individ­
ual tubs using Care Fresh and paper
toweling.

The syringes are all acrylic with no
rubber 0 rings. The babies are fed on
thin pieces of foam rubber covered with
paper toweling. This promotes cleanli­
ness and eliminates unnecessary wash­
ing oftowels. The babies take 30-40cc at
one time depending on the age.

All babies should be monitored for
weight gain. I use a digital scale, and in
one clutch one week from pulling the
oldest baby had gained 65 grams. Two
weeks later, the same chick had gained
an additional 29 grams. Three weeks
later, the chick that had been 123 grams
when pulled weighed 234 grams. This
was the eldest in a clutch ofthree White­
capped. My nursery is a Thief of Hearts
and I use Sporacidin as a disinfectant.

One very important subject in the
handfeeding of Blue-headeds is their
tendency to simulate a wheezing
sound. This usually appears after the
birds are fully feathered, approximately
in their second to third month. This is
not a true respiratory problem but if you
are raising your first Pionus, you should
have it monitored by an avian veterinar­
ian.
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All babies arefed when their crops are empty. All syringes are sterilized after each use. This
is a young Blue-headed Pionus.

This year, I have pulled my Blue­
headeds somewhat later and put them
in a cage 1/2 x 1 in. wire (when feath­
ered) giving them toys while introduc­
ing them on Kaytee Rainbow. This
eemed to eliminate any stres which I

felt had activated their wheezing.
The Pionus Parrots are unlike any

other bird in that they maintain a sweet
dispo ition even in a breeding situati9n,
particularly the female . The luale tend
to talk. Their per ona as young handf d
bird going to n w homes i unmatched
as they maintain thi quite gentle nature
through maturity.

I recently took my 1988 hatch
Bronze-wing pet from a breeding t-up
(non-breeding season) to a how. She
was a docil as ever and in impeccable
feather condition. he won ninth best
out of 80 parrot. I th n returned her to
the aviary.

I pent year re earching for a bird
similar in ten1peram nt to the Co ka­
tiels. I initially cho Pionu and have
nev r r gretted my choice. The Pionus
Parrot is a wonderful avicultural experi­
ence and ha provided me overwh lm­
ing advantage of breeding a
particularly species.

The Pionu are an ideal bird as they
are not noisy, they do not chew, they are
small and ar very captivating.~

The author uses Kaytee Exactfor
handfeeding Pionusparrots. The
temperature ofthe handfeedingfomzula is
always tested.

Care is taken during the handfeedingprocess to eliminate the risk ofaspiration.
This young Bronze-winged Pionus is wellfeathered.
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Wellfed Pionus youngsters.
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• THIS PRODUCT SIMULATES
ACTUAL PARENT FEEDING

BEHAVIOR BECAUSE IT CAN
BE HANDFED.

• HOT AND WET

Now there is a revolutionary new
hand weaning technique that
provides a safe and smooth
transition between syringe feeding
and adult foods.

Parent biras hold piec'es of food in
their beaks to teach fledglings to
eat. Use of this all new Hand
Weaning Food™ from Marion
Zoological allows humans the
privilege of doing the same thing
while teaching young parrots
important eating skills not possible
with yringes or spoons.

Scenic Hand Weaning Food™
simulates hot and wet
regurgitated food, but maintains
its firm shape while being hand
fed to the young fledgling.

Baby birds quickly associate your
loving human hands with
nurturing and sustenance and as
the providers of affection, love and
care.

Healthy life giving eating habits
begin BEFORE clUck are weaneo !

elp y~ur young pa~ot develop the
pliy lcal coordlnati n nece ry t
suce ssfully manipulate adult fo ..


