
Protectedfrom the sun by the shade ofa l illage tree, these parrots are used as lures to
attract roosting birds which are snaggedfr(nn the trees by sticks with nylon nooses.

MEXICO

Gomez Farias

brief ob erved no green-cheeks at any
time. The area u ed for nearl) a decad
for ob ervation purpo e contained
two hut. and ~!as urrounded by live­
stock and fence . Inquiring a to the
specie," tatu in a nearb) ,illage con­
firmed my u picion that the parrots
no longer inhabited the fore t' along
the dam. It ,va tated b) one parrot
trapper that they now mu t travel into
the nearb) Si rras to capture bird' as

Aldama. This area north of the city
of Aldama adjoin a man-made dam
and faces the Sierras de Tamaulipa, . In
1979 I noted thirty pairs of A. viridi-
<-f?enalis as they travelled to their roo ts.
In 1983 only fourteen pair were docu­
n1ented during a four-day stay in the
area. Recentl), during March of 1988 I
returned and, although my stay was

cle I noted population data for three
area within the pecie" range. I will
updat the tatus of the parrot in tho e
area.

Gomez Farias. 'ince no additional
Christma bird count have been made
since 1980, I can only report ~ hat I
ob erved during my stay in the area
during March of this year. The area
located in the village of El Encino con­
tinue' to be cleared for agriculture and
grazing purposes. A flock of 45 birds
,vas ob erved one evening near a flock
of Amazona autun1nalis feeding in a
citru orchard. Se, eral additional
ob ervation re made of small
group . The demand for young for pets
(sold at the border) relnain high. Only
bird that ne t in the remote parts of
the foothill or in inacces ible loca­
tion along the river fledge young.
Habitat de 'truction continue to be a
major problem.

EI Naranjo. In 1983 no Chri 'tma
count ~ra conducted but in 1984-86
bird counts were made in the area.
Throughout thi p riod a decline was
noted in th number of gre n-cheek
ob erved. In 198-4,84 birds were
observed. In 1985 only 2 and in 1986
i t ~!a incraed to 2 6. T his is in
marked contrast to numbers noted in
1980-82wh nfrom269to 1,438birds
,ver noted. Habitat de truction doe,
not appear to be a 'eriou' in this area
e peciall) in the oak belt of th i rra
vvhere the parrot feed upon acorns
and exotic China Berrie (Jllelia
azedarach).
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reen-cheeked
Amazon
Update

The haunt of the popular Mexican
redheaded parrot \\ ere previou ly
d cribed in' tatu of the Green­
ch eked Amazon in north a'tern

exico" (December/January 1986), an
article in the Watchbird a I will only
ummarize here. The specie i of an

a, erage length of 12 inche and green
in coloration except for crim on on the
lore and crown red on the econ­
darie and a yellowish band on the tips
of the tail feather. It inhabit a
r tricted environment of 10 land
foothill (to 1200 meter) gallery
fore t and deciduou oodland of
the northeastern Mexican tat of
Tamaulipa .

Previou ly the pecies wa traded
hea il ith 3 2 9 being imported
from Octob r 19 9 until Jun 1980
alone ( ource: Declaration of Import
Document ). The only current '1 gal"
uppl of green-ch ek i from the var­

iou Cu tom Department auction
conducted on an irregular ba i along
the bard r tate . In Texa thi pecies
compo e the majority of the p cie
being auctioned, with over 100 bird
not infrequently offered. The pecies i
traded frequently a a muggled bird.

e paper in an Antonio often offer
bird of que tionable ' backgrounds.
Individual in the cour e of di cu ­
ion , have confirmed the pre ence of

numerou muggled bird .
I i ited the pecie ' range in 1988

with the purpo of cen u ing wint r­
ing number a w 11 a to collect item
being foraged upon for future id ntifi­
cation. In a pre, iou ly mentioned arti-
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A.flock o.fgreen-cheeks as the)' cross a field in route to their roosting trees along tbe
J1 eorby ri l 'eI:

Habitat destruction along the Sabina River. uch alterations ofthe remaining tracts of
suitable habitat threatens the future suruil'al ofthe species in the u'ild.

The Sahil1as RilJer remains the single nzost inzportant area for the species in north­
eastern 111exico.

f w e Lt in th nearby fore t.

Thoughts on the Future Survival
of the Species

It 'ould appear from the limit d
anlount of data availabl that the pe­
ci i decrea ing in number in the
wild due to capture for p t and habitat
alt ration. While the go ernment of

i 0 has cea ed legal xportation of
th pecie th internal economic
problem have prompt d individual to
capture parrot for ale at th border
citie . The erection of ne t boxes may
a, si t th population if the are not
robb d of their chick by the local
p ople. It '\\Tould appear more produc­
tive to enhance the amount of food re­
sourc through elective planting of
fruiting shrub and tree, whose fruit
are consumed by the pecie . In this
\vay a nlaximum number of parrot
could be 'ustained in th mall amount
of renlaining habitat. In addition to
such habitat enrichment, a financial
re", ard mu t be given to local p ople if
bird are left to fledge.

Recent corre 'pondence ,vith igel
ollar. editor of the Red Data Book:

Bird ofthe Alnericas (currently being
re\ is d), ha indicated the pecie will
likely appear as endangered in the
soon-to-be-printed book. The pecie
i' \vell r pre nted in captivity
throughout the Tnited tate and i
present as a feral pecie in e eral
cities throughout the south. If captive
propagation i to as ist thi speci
effort mu t be made by all avicultur­
i 'L '\\rho maintain the e bird to breed
them and keep accurate records. C ing
cIa 'e band implant or tattoos bird
bred in captivity must be identifi d. If
you ell a domestic bred bird keep a
record of who the new 0 ner i and
update this )Jear(v. hould the genetic
material contain d" ithin that bird be
required in the future, your record
" ill become invaluable. I would al 0

encourage you to hold back r pre enta­
tive of each bloodline and ell only
bird' from pair that overproduce.

While I will continue to inve tigate
the dietary requirement and numeri­
cal tatu ~ of th pecie in the ild
and have encouraged a friend to tudy
its breeding biology I hope reader
maintaining th pecie ,,-rill al 0 a si t
by breeding the pecie and maintain­
ing ound record . I'd like to hear of
your ucce e or failures with this
peci . To do 0 end th m off to the

AF Home Office 2208 Arte ia Blvd.
P.O. Bo 1568, Redondo Beach C
902 8 (attention Con rvation Com­
mittee Chairlnan).•
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