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Above: Parrot festival vendor hall.
Left: Melanie Allen lights up the pirate party.

AFA Goes to Parrot Festival
By Georgia Hayes	 Photos by Dennis King

Every year, the last full weekend in January, the National 
Parrot Rescue and Preservation Foundation (NPRPF) 

throw their annual festival, a huge parrot social, at the 
Doubletree Inn near the IAH airport in Houston, Texas. So 
every January snowbirds and sometimes even the birds they 
keep head south to be entertained and to learn more about 
the wide world of Aviculture. The festival is an all-inclusive 
gathering of pet owners, rescue and sanctuary owners, 
businesses, breeders, conservationists, veterinarians, food and 
cage manufacturers, pet store owners, and more. Toy makers 
abound and the raffle is a sight to behold, stretching over six 
or eight rows of tables throughout a giant hotel ballroom. This 
raffle is replenished daily at about 4 PM as the winners gather 
their loot and head back to their rooms. A three day raffle is 
located onsite as well. Larger items or items of greater value are 
placed on the three day raffle, but the tickets are all the same 
price at $1 each or 25 for $20. 

The raffle may be the big draw for some, but for others it is the 
camaraderie and the chance to meet up with old friends, or to 
make new ones. For the vendors, it’s a chance to put a face to 
the products we all see in the industry magazines or online, and 
a face to face chance to ask questions about them. Also present 

are folks who are actively involved with the conservation of 
many parrot species in the wild. That provides a very unique 
opportunity to ask the questions that have always plagued 
us about our birds. Between the behavior consultants, the 
product vendors, the nonprofit organizations, the conservation 
biologists, the veterinarians, enrichment specialists, and all the 
other aviculturists present, no one ever walks away from Parrot 
Festival feeling unsatisfied. 

The AFA has been attending Parrot Festival for the past five 
years. It is our chance to exchange ideas with the rescue folks and 
to talk to the many diverse specialists in aviculture; and there are 
many AFA members in attendance who we can brainstorm with 
too. The AFA Watchbird Journal has won several publication 
awards and is one of our common communication tools. All 
facets of the industry are invited to submit articles and advertise 
in this popular publication. So at Parrot Festival, when we meet 
someone who does something really interesting in aviculture or 
conservation, we try to solicit an article or two as well. All in all, 
Parrot Festival is a great place to “get some business done”, or to 
pick up the AFA tee shirt you missed, or the coffee mug with 
your favorite bird on it. 



Flexible Egg Candler—Candling without Handling  $27.95
Extra bright bulb on a 10”-flexible shaft to facilitate candling 
in the nest. Detects cracks in the shell and non-developing 

embryos. Operates on 2 “AA” batteries (included).
4422-C Replacement Lamp  $6.00
www.mdsvet.com • 1-800-435-9352
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So what did you miss this year by not attending Parrot Festival? 
Take a look at the list of featured speakers from this past festival 
for one: Matt Baird, Nyla Copp, Steve Duncan, Rebecca 
O'Connor, Barbara Heidenreich, Caroline Efstathion, Rick 
Weigel, Carlos Bonilla Ruz, Claudia Cinta Magallon, and April 
Blazich. If you had been there with the rest of us, you would 
have heard fascinating talks on the conservation of the Military 
Macaw in Mexico, use of insecticides around your birds, perfectly 
training the imperfect parrot, Australian aviculture, the wild 
parrots in Southern California, growing and gathering plants 
and seeds for you and your birds, undesirable sexual behavior 
in Kakapo, a brief history of parrots, and more. Some of the 
most important communication takes place face to face with the 
speakers, usually in the vendor hall or social rooms. 

You probably missed the party on Friday night where Robin 
Shewokis and Melanie Allen dressed up like wenches and 
pirates and took us through a game that had everyone on their 
feet screaming and yelling for doubloons (Debbie Goodrich 
screamed the loudest). The Friday night party was a huge 
success. Robin secretly split all the couples up and made them 
sit on different teams. Then the slide show began quizzing the 
audience about their avicultural experiences. Prizes were bleak, 
but the fake gold coins, flung perilously around the room by 
Melanie Allen, became the collectible loot. 

Then Saturday began the search game where you were given a 
sheet of tough questions and had to ask all the vendors, staff 
and attendees for the answers. Even Google didn’t know all the 
answers. Some of the questions were really tough and there was 

L to R: Matt Baird, Robin Shewokis, Steve Duncan, Lyrae Perry's art display, Another happy raffle winner, Round table discussion.
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no way you could get the answer without going to the source. I 
understand next year’s search game will include cheating, bribes 
and even a liar or two. That should make completing the questions 
more challenging. Thankfully at 6:30 PM cocktail hour began, 
and it helped to usher in the big Parrot Festival banquet and 
auction. The night ended rather late, but that did not stop some 
of the die-hards from continuing into the wee hours of the morn 
(rumor has it Andy Sanford’s room was full till about 2 AM). 

By Sunday everyone was familiar with just about everyone 
else in attendance. At the very least, bribing each other for 
answers to the secret questions had us all talking to each other. 
The speaker slate finished with a question and answer session 
comprised of all the speakers and invited guests, always popular 
with festival attendees. Late Sunday afternoon the festival 
begins to come to a close, so we had to run back to all the 
vendors to buy up the things we had put off till the last minute. 
People were dragging perches, cages, toys, shirts, artwork, and 
other bootie down the center isle and off to their rooms. Before 
you knew it, the day was shot and the vendor booths began to 
close up. This marked the time for the big three day raffle and 
the pirate’s chest giveaway. 

After the raffles, the pirate chest of bootie is given to the person 
who’s correctly completed treasure map is drawn from all the 
returned maps. The chest is a main attraction at Parrot Festival, as 
it is chock full of products donated by the vendors and exhibitors. 

Parrot Festival is the annual fund raiser for NPRPF. The funds 
raised provide health care for fostered parrots, a scholarship 

donation for a Texas A&M University avian vet student, as 
well as help for other rehoming organizations or disaster relief 
when needed and various conservation projects. 

Parrot Festival successfully brings all branches of the avian 
community together to help improve understanding and 
communication. What better way to advance aviculture for all 
of us and the birds we care about.

Above: Parrot toys abound.
Left: Caroline Efstathion, MS 



Support the AFA and win one of these great prizes!
Drawing donations: $3 per ticket, $12 per page, $20 for 8 tickets. Deadline: Mail-in tickets must be received by AFA by July 15, 2014, to be 
entered in the drawing. Onsite purchases and hand-carried tickets may be deposited at the Convention any time up to moment of draw-
ing. AFA is a 501(c)3 educational organization. For additional tickets, contact: AFA, P.O. Box 91717 • Austin, TX 78709 • Tel: (512) 585-9800 
Fax: (512) 858-7029 • afaoffice@afabirds.org or visit www.afabirds.org. Additional tickets may also be printed from the website.

Drawing is subject to any rules and regulations that may apply from state to state. Winners are responsible for payment of federal income tax on prizes won. 
Winners are responsible for payment of shipping charges related to claiming their prize unless otherwise stated. The American Federation of Aviculture reserves 
the right to add or remove any prize from this list. AFA assumes no responsibility for any statement about prizes by anyone other than the drawing chairman.

Super 8 Raffle Prizes

Tickets available online at www.afabirds.org 

$$
$500 Cash Card donated 
by ABC Birds

Ruby and Diamond Ring
donated by Georgia Hayes

Surface 2 32GB Tablet 
(magnesium) donated by 
Mark E. Moore

Tropican, Tropimix, Living World 
Clay-Cal and Prime Vitamins. 
Includes shipping to Continental U.S.

Complete set of AFA Conference DVD’s 2009-2013 
donated by AFA

80+ titles from the last five years of AFA.

$500 Gift Certificate for HARI Approved Food 
Products donated by Hagen USA

Full Registration, including banquet 
and 4 nights at convention hotel for 
2015 AFA Conference in Chicago, IL
donated by AFA

July 29, 2015 through August 1, 2015

Quilt – Full size 72”x87”, 
machine quilted donated by 
Sharon Garsee

BioGS SPA-625A HEPA Air 
Purifier donated by Rabbit Air

The BioGS 2.0 is Rabbit Air’s latest ultra-quiet HEPA 
air purifier, removing pollutants from the air while 
giving back nothing but clean air in return. Four 
stages of filtration and deodorization. 

www.RabbitAir.com/bird

Lory League, Triangle Bird Club and NFSS 
Invite you to the 

 40th Annual AFA Convention 
  July 30th thru August 2nd, 2014 

Airport Holiday Inn — Portland, OR 

Lory League Bird Shows 
Co‐Sponsored by  

Triangle Bird Club and  
National Finch and Softbill Society 
Show date: Saturday, August 2nd, 2014 

Shows Include: NAPS, NFSS & Junior Class  
(Age 16 & under show free in Junior Class) 

 

Bring the Family ~ Enter Your Birds ~ Join the Fun 
 

  

Contact Julie: blconnec�on@hotmail.com or at 206‐501‐7428       

www.LoryLeague.org    www.AFAbirds.org 
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