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Identify This 

Chick
Several members guessed that 

the chick featured in Watchbird,Vol. 
XXXIX Nos. 2&3 was a toucan, when 
it was an image of a Green Aracari chick 
(Pteroglossus viridis), presented by Jason 
Crean.

The species is named for the green 
feathers covering its back. Males' 
crowns are black, while females' are 
reddish-brown.

Its diet consists mostly of fruit, includ-
ing the fruits of Cecropia trees and the 
palm Oenocarpus bacaba. The serrated 
edges of the Green Aracari's large bill 
help the bird to grip and gather fruit. 
Insects are also an occasional part of the 
diet, giving the birds protein.

Breeding occurs from February to 
June. It nests in tree cavities, producing 
two–four white eggs. The parents coop-
erate in rearing their young.

In captivity it is the most frequently 
bred member of the toucan family and is 
the most popular as a tame hand-fed pet. 
It requires a large cage and enrichment to 
prevent boredom due to its active nature, 
and a high-fruit diet. When all these 
requirements are met it is an affectionate 
companion for many years.

John Bornemann correctly iden-
tified the baby chick in the photo. 
Congratulations!

Look for additional baby bird pictures 
received by our membership for you to 

identify in the future. To submit a photo, 
please contact the AFA Watchbird editor 
at afawatchbird@afabirds.org

Photos by Jason Crean

8 Beaks

ABC Pets

Avitech Exotic Birds LLC (code 

AFA12)

Birdie Boutique

Chopmist Hill

Graham's Bird Toy Creations

Hangall Etc.

Harvest Pride, Inc.

Jewelry by Dawn

King's Cages

Leather Elves

Michael's Classy Parrot of 
New York

The Parrot Emporium

Parrot Safari Toy Factory LLC

Parrot Toys USA

Varietees Bird Shop Inc.
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Start your collection today!
The comical Black-headed Caique  

(Pionites melanocephala) is featured on the  
newest CITES collector pin in the series.

$8.99—limited edition
Order today at the AFA store, www.AFAbirds.org

DO YOU HAVE THEM ALL?
1. Hyacinth Macaw/Golden Conure
2. Mascarene Parrot
3. Palm Cockatoo
4. Green-winged Macaw/ 

Great Bill Parrot/Toco Toucan
5. Spix’s Macaww
6. Crimson-bellied Conure
7. Moluccan Cockatoo
8. African Grey
9. Pair of Eclectus Parrots

10. Hawk-headed Parrot
11. Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo
12. Tahitian Lory
13. Gang Gang Cockatoo
14. Red-capped Parrot
15. Blue-headed Pionus
16. Violaceous Touraco
17. Lady Gouldian Finches
18. Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot
19. C–Edward’s Fig Parrot

20. I–Paradise Tanager
21. T–Cock of the Rock
22. E–Hooded Parrot
23. S–Black-bearded Barbet
24. Cuban Amazon
25. Blue-eyed Cockatoo
26. Plum-headed Parakeet
27. Rose-breasted Cockatoo

neW!
28. Black-headed Caique

NEW RELEASE CITES PIN

WWW.AFABIRDS.ORG

By Barbara Heidenreich

Parrots are often 
described as inher-
ently difficult com-

panion animals. However a 
well behaved pet, whether it 
is a bird or mammal, is often 
in reality the result of good 
training and not necessarily 
the animal’s genetics. When 
caregivers are armed with this 
knowledge, they are empow-
ered to teach their birds to be 
wonderfully well behaved. 

Well behaved birds are 
often thought of as ones who 
will readily respond to our 
requests for various behaviors. 
They are cooperative and eager 
to engage. Creating a parrot 
that can’t wait to present good 
behavior is the result of train-
ing with positive reinforce-
ment. When we reinforce an 
action, we are increasing the 
likelihood our bird will do 
the desired behavior again in 
the future. Positive reinforc-
ers are anything we can add to 
the environment to increase 
behavior. Usually positive rein-
forcers are things our parrots 
seek to acquire such as food 
treats, toys and attention. 

Another important aspect 
of training with positive rein-
forcement includes allowing 
your bird the choice to partici-
pate or not. This sometimes 
feels a bit counterintuitive, but 
in truth allowing your bird 
to walk or fly away will make 
him more likely to participate 
in the future. 

Some caregivers may feel 
compelled to force a bird 
to comply with a request. 

Five Behaviors for a Well Behaved Bird

Photographs by Barbara Heidenreich


