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The American Federation of Avicul
ture has been engaged for some time in
an effort to have Captive, Self-Sustaining
Populations (CSSP) status. declared for
the Scarlet-chested (Neophema splendida)
Parrakeet and :the Turquoisine (Neophema
pu1chella) Parrakeet, which are currently
classified as endangered species.

Under the present circumstances it is
illegal to sell or transport interstate the
above species. However, if a determina
tion is made by the U.S. Fish and Wild
life Service that there are sufficient num
bers of the above species being maintain
ed and bred in captivity, then a CSSP
classification may be applied to the indi
viduals of the two species that are in the
U.S. A CSSP determination means that
breeders would then be allowed to sell
and ship interstate the Scarlet-chested

and Turquoisine Parrakeets they raise.
Under the present law, a breeder must

apply for and receive an endangered
species permit each time he wishes to ship
Scarlets and Turquoisines interstate. It is
not certain that the breeder will receive a
permit, and in any event, it takes three
to four months to process the applica
tion. Under a CSSP classification, the
breeder would obtain a permit that is
renewable every two years. The CSSP
permit would allow the breeder to con
duct unlimited transactions with other
permit holders, but would not change the
regulations concerning the importation of
Scarlets and Turquoisines from other
countries. For importations, an endanger
ed species permit would still be required.

Obviously, the granting of CSSP status
to Scarlets and Turquoisines will increase
the interest in these birds and further in
sure that more of them are reared in
aviaries. It will also allow breeders in
states, where the numbers of avicul
turists are relatively small, to have easier
access to new blood lines - an important
aspect in maintaining the genetic quality
of the two species.

AFA's original application was filed
with the Fish and Wildlife service during
the summer of 1977. Unfortunately, the
data submitted had been collected by
telephone, and was not entirely accept
able to Fish and Wildlife. Consequently,

a printed inventory form was mailed to
the original respondents and some addi
tional breeders not covered in the first
survey.

Although the response from the
printed inventory was less than fifty per
cent, AFA did document twenty-four
breeders of Scarlets and twenty-one
breeders of Turquoisines. A total: of four
hundred thirty-six Scarlets and two
hundred fifty -seven Turquoisines were
reported.

The inventory forms were turned over
to the Fish and Wildlife Service January
16, 1978. As soon as the information can
be processed, we should look forward to
having the proposal published in the Fed
eral Register.

It is unfortunate that AFA did not re
ceive more cooperation from breeders
maintaining Scarlets and Turquoisines in
their aviaries. The success of our efforts
can do nothing but help these breeders,
who apparently don't care to help them
selves.

Anyone who maintains and breeds
Scarlets 'and Turquoisines, but has not seen
or completed an inventory form, is urged
to contact AFA if they would like to
assist in this tremendously worthwhile
project. Please direct such correspondence
to the attention of Jerry Jennings. Your
cooperation is vital to our success, and
will be greatly appreciated.
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