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finches, but it certainly would not
hurt to ask the questions.

If you have been unable to secure
all proven breeding birds for your
breeding stock you will then be
searching for birds that are accli
mated to each other. Again, you need
to ask the same questions as you did
for the proven pairs. By buying accli
mated pairs, you are attempting to
obtain birds that will nest within a
reasonable period of time. I have pur
chased pairs of birds that other
breeders have had for anywhere from
one to four years and, in a majority of
cases, the birds went to nest within a
year of the purchase. It is possible
that the birds only needed a change
of environment to go to nest. You
may want to remember this if you
have a pair of birds that have not
nested for you. Move the birds to a
new location and see if that helps.

The above ways of purchasing
birds are, in my opinion, the best
ways to acquire breeding stock. The
first way will be the most expensive
since you are obtaining known breed
ers. The second way will be less
expensive since you are buying
under the assumption that the birds
will nest for you even though they
did not nest for the previous owner.
The next method of purchase will be
less expensive than buying proven
breeding birds but more expensive
than purchasing acclimated pairs.
This is the purchasing of tame pet
stock.

When purchasing pets for breed
ing, you will need to know answers
to all the above questions that relate
to a pet bird. You would also want to
know: has the bird ever laid eggs?
Has the bird been surgically sexed?
Do you have the papers verifying sex
ing? This kind of bird should be tame
and very friendly to its owner. This
will assure you that you are buying a
true pet bird and not one that is just
tame. You will need your veterinar
ian to give the bird a medical exami
nation prior to purchase to check for
any potential problems. The bird will
also need to go to the veterinarian
after the purchase for surgical sexing
to determine first, the sex and then,
the condition of the sex organs. The
chances are that the owner will not
let you have the bird sexed until after
the purchase. You may end up pur
chasing a very nice, tame, gentle bird
that proves to be a female with
tumors on the ovaries. This is one of
the drawbacks to this way of pairing
breeders. However, with the first

veterinarian? Who is your veterinar
ian? Where do you buy your bird
food? Do you use vitamin supple
ments? At what time of day are the
birds fed? How much outside inter
ference do the birds receive each
day?

These are the type of questions
that you must have answered satis
factorily before making a decision to
purchase breeding stock. By purchas
ing proven breeders, you are starting
out with an advantage. You will
know that the birds have bred in the
past and the chances are good that
the birds will nest again in the future.
By duplicating as much of the previ
ous owner's regimen as possible you
are further increasing your chances
for early nesting. You must assure
yourself that the breeder is telling the
truth, thus the reason for all the ques
tions. You should check his creden
tials, veterinarian, food suppliers,
and those who have purchased
babies from him. You are making an
important investment and you must
be sure you know what quality you
are purchasing. Remember, caveat
emptor or 'let the buyer beware.'

We, at Pampered Parrot Haven,
Inc., try to ascertain from the breeder
answers to the above questions when
purchasing large birds such as Ama
zons, pionus, African greys, cocka
toos, conures, rosellas, lories,
macaws, etc. I do not always ask all
the above questions when purchas
ing cockatiels or the smaller para
keets or some of the more common
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Birds should be purchased from a
reputable breeder who is reducing
his breeding stock. It is crucial that
you know as much as possible about
the breeder. Even if you are familiar
with the breeder, you will need
answers to questions such as: Why
are you reducing your breeding
stock? Are you liquidating your stock
completely? Are you selling your best
breeders or problem breeders? What
are the problems, if any, with the
pairs being offered for sale? What
price are you asking for each pair?
How long have you been breeding
birds? How long have you owned
these particular birds? Where did you
originally acquire your breeding
stock? How many eggs has each
female laid? How many eggs have
hatched? How many eggs were fer
tile? Do you incubate the eggs or will
the birds incubate the eggs? Do you
handfeed the babies or will the par
ents feed the babies? When was the
last time these birds went to nest? Do
you keep breeding records of your
birds? Will you provide references
from the people who have pur
chased your birds? Do you close band
your birds? What type of aviary do
you use for breeding? What type of
nest boxes do you use? Do you breed
inside or outside? What type of light
ing do you use? What comprises the
complete diet of the birds? Are there
any foods that give them problems?
Are these birds on any medication
now? Do you medicate all birds each
year at a specific time? When was the
last time these birds were seen by a
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two methods of purchasing, you do
not know the sex unless you have the
birds sexed, again, even if they were
represented as proven breeders.

We are now at the point where
securing the breeding stock will be
the least expensive in dollars but
probably the most expensive in time.
If we have been unable to find the
birds we need through the above
mentioned methods, we will then be
looking for birds from a quarantine
station or bird broker. The birds will
be newly captured wild birds of
unknown age, sex, health, disposi
tion, etc. What we will attempt to do
here, if allowed, is sit in front of a
cage of birds and see how they look
and interact. We are trying to pick
birds that seem to have paired off and
look healthy. We will need to inspect
the bird for any imperfections that
may inhibit breeding. We look for
clear eyes, clean vent, alert reaction,
the flying ability, how the bird walks
or anything that may show the slight
est sign of a problem. You will have
to select a number of birds because
the chances of picking two birds and
having them be male and female (in
monomorphic species) are unlikely.
Some facilities have already had birds
sexed and this will be to your advan
tage, although I still would have the
bird checked internally by my veter
inarian to make sure that the bird is
able to breed.

Once you know which birds you
want and when you will be taking
possession of them, I would suggest
that you leave the station or broker
and go directly to your veterinarian
for the medical work-up. You now
need a place to quarantine the birds
for whatever period of time you have
determined would be adequate. A 45
to 60 day holding time is what most
people seem to favor. Remember the
birds are new arrivals and have been
medicated to eliminate the possibility
of Psittacosis only. This way of
choosing birds is the least expensive
but the one fraught with many pos
sible problems.

Well you now have, by one way
or the other, chosen your breeding
stock and the rest is up to you and
the birds. We need all the newavicul
turists who wish to take up the chal
lenge of breeding birds. We are in the
process of losing much of the
world's tropical bird habitats and
need to act now before it is too late. I
am hopeful that all experienced
breeders will extend a helping hand
to all new aspirants to aviculture.·
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