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From a beauttful pea-green shell - A little crested tt·namou named Timmy hatched recently at The Dark Continent, Busch
Gardens in Tampa, Flonda, from a shiny green shell unique to his species. Timmy resembles a partndge, but his nearest
relatives in the bird world are the towen·ng, ostnch-like rheas.

know-how and patience
bird breeding at the Dark Continent

Submitted by
The Dark Continent

Busch Gardens, Tampa
Tampa, Florida

Tampa, Florida-The term' 'lovebird"
was never coined by a bird breeder. Any­
one who has waited hopefully for the first
fault line in that little white egg knows
the breeder is the one who goes through
labor in the bird world, while the parents
often seem unconcerned about their pro­
duaivity.

Despite the odds, the bird breeding
program at The Dark Continent, Busch
Gardens in Tampa, has been an unusually
successful one, due largely to the effons of
the park's curators of birds, Ed Bish and
Mike Wells. Bish takes charge of the
"psittacine" collection (parrots and
macaws) while Wells oversees non­
psittacines like flamingos and waterfowl.

Some results include the first captive
U.S. hatchings of the Patagonian conure,
the festive amazon and the marabou
stork, among others, and the recent first
captive hatching in the world of a rare,
highly endangered Lear's macaw.

10

"There are a lot of faaors at play,"
said Bish, who has worked with The Dark
Continent's bird colleaion since the park
opened in 1959. "Birds are sensitive
creatures, and sometimes hard to
predict. "

One of the factors that's hardest to
predict, Bish and Wells agree, is the
crucial variable of sex. Unlike most other
animals, birds have internal sex organs,
and even external coloring and markings
won't always differentiate males from
females.

During the past three years, however,
the park has employed a simple surgical
procedure to distinguish the boys from
the girls. Now when mated pairs don't
produce eggs, curators can narrow down
the reason to one of several other logical
explanations for the infertility.

Cockatoos, for example, have been dif­
ficult to breed in the past and Bish is con­
vinced now they require more flight space

than their cages have afforded them.
Larger cages may be the answer, but time
will tell whether roomier accommodations
make the difference for this species.

Comparability is a factor, too, and
sometimes getting a mated pair past the
mating period intact is a task. Male birds
have been known to viciously attack mates
during breeding, or to chase the females
to the point of exhaustion.

The park's American flamingos, one of
the largest captive flocks of these stately
pink birds in existence, suddenly went on
strike five years ago and refused to nest.
To this day, Wells said, he isn't sure what
caused the hiatus, but he suspects a
change in diet may have been the culprit.

"Diet is very imponant to breeding
birds. We make sure the birds have all the
nutrients they need-and the flamingos
were certainly well fed. I guess their beaks
got out of joint, so they just stopped
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Cockatiels
Patagonians
Nandays
Conures
Zebra Finches
Cordon Blues
Lady Gouldians
Lavenders
Fire
Strawberry
Wydahs
Shaft tails
Many More in Stock!

Blue & Golds
Green Wings
Scarlets
Hycanth
Severe
Yellow Collared
Nobles
Tame Blue & Golds
Tame Green Wings

Senegals
African Grey
Blue Fronts
Red Heads
Tame Red Loreds
Tame White Fronts
Tame Yellow Napes
Orange Wing

Umbrellas
Moluccans
Lessers
Goffins
Citrons
Lovebirds
Toucans
Grass Parakeets
Mynah Birds
Rosellas
Ringnecks
Moustach
Canaries
Doves
Brazilian Cardinals
Parakeets
Normal
Fancy
Lories

Surgically Sexed Birds
Available

Quantity Prices Available Availability & prices
subject to change,

WI-IOLESALE BIRDS
For the Finest Quality of Exotic Birds

At Low - Low Quarantine - Wholesale Prices

Importers of Exotic Birds
Air Shipments to All Parts of the United States and Overseas

Never a Box or Service Charge

SUPREME EXOTIC BIRDS, INC.
143 Esplanade. Mt. Vernon, New York 10553, USA

(914) 699-4608
Write or Ca.ll for CUlTent Price List - Issued Bi-Weekly

Canaries and Cockatiels

MORE BABY BIRDS
African Grey Parrots
Timneh Gray Parrots
Blue 'lYld Gold Macaw
Green Wing Macaw
Sulphur Crested Cockatoo
- And Many Others -

EXOTICS INCLUDE
Troupials
Tanagers
Siskins
Goldfinches
Nightingales
Toucans
Parrotlets
Lorikeets

-Others-

Specials! - InquireMonthly Sale

BABY AMAZONS
3-6 Months Old

Blue-Front Amazon
Yellow-Nape Amazon
Rcd-Lored Amazon
Blue Crown Amazon
Spectacled Amazon
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Ugly Duckling? Actually this tiny featherless creature is a newly hatched Lear's macaw, the
first ofits kind to be hatchedin captivity throughout the world The baby, which debuted
recently at The Dark Continent, Busch Gardens in Tampa, is one ofmany rare species of
birds being bred at the Afncan-themedpark.

NEKTON VITAMI <

ADD A LONGER LIFE TofYOUR PETS
f "

NEKTON CON CENTRAtED VITAMINS; TROUBLE FREE
WATER SOLUBLE IN ~OWDER FORM. USED REGU­
LARLY BY LEADING LOOLOGICAL GARDENS.

NEKTON HAS COMPLETE FOOD FOR LORYS, HANGING
PARAKEETS, HUMMING BIROS AND SUN BIROS,
JUST ADO WATERI

NEKTON-S-A SUPER VITAMIN SUPPLEMENT PLUS
TRACE ELEMENTS
NEKTON-E-INCREASES FERTILITY
NEKTON-R-BETA BRINGS OUT THE REDS
NEKTON-GElB BRINGS OUT THE YEllOWS
NEKTON-R-INTENSIFIES COLORS
NEKTON-BIO-PROMOTES FEATHER GROWTH
NEKTON-T-FOR DOVES & PIGEONS

OR ORDER DIRECT

Over 3000 birds­
exceptionally tame,

talking, talented birds

IF YOUR SUPPLIER DOES NOT HAVE NEKTON-lET US
KNOW.

NEKTON USA INC.
1917 TYRONE BLVD.

Sl PETERSBURG, FLA 33710___ 813-381-5800 _

Handfeeding:
baby Military macaws

Yellow heads, Red heads
Bare eyed cockatoos

Proven pairs:
Yellow napes

Double yellows
Military macaws

Tucuman Amazons
Cri mson wi ngs

Wrought iron cages, l' - 7' tall

(314) 334-8924 day
(314) 334-4969 eve

218 William
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

breeding for two years. "
It seems almost any disturbance during

peak breeding season, which begins in
March and lasts through most of the sum­
mer, can put potential parents out of the
mood. And in a public park like The
Dark Continent, it's not always easy to
make sure privacy is respected.

With 249 species of birds in the animal
inventory, breeding is especially touch­
and-go for the 100 varieties of psittacines.
"We have to take special precautions with
the psittacines because they're caged,"
Bish said.

"Many of the other species have
clipped wings and live in natural settings
-so they'll choose their own mate and
nest. We have to tend to those details for
the macaws and cockatoos, which live in
cages.' ,

To date, The Dark Continent has bred
10 of its 12 varieties of macaw and more
than half a dozen species of cockatoo. The
non-psittacine flamingo flock has swollen
in size from 12 to more than 200.

The curators estimated nearly 5,000
birds have hatched at the park since Busch
Gardens opened in 1959, or about 200
per year. The figure is an impressive
one-the more so when one considers the
nail-biting frusuation involved in the
delicate breeding process.

"Mostly, it comes down to wait and
see," Bish said, philosophically. "We do
our pan, then keep an eye out to see if
they do theirs." Wells added, "If they
don't, we change whatever needs chang­
ing."

But with luck, and time, they usually
see the results peeping out of the nest.•
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to the public

Inglebrook Forges
presents

Avian Engineered and Designed Cages Dealer
All Sizes • Shapes • Custom Made Cages inquiries invited

Call 7 A.M. CALIFORNIA TIME-(213) 681-9785 for Shipping Quotes & Cage Information

Buy Direct From the Designer & Manufacturer
of the World's Best Cages

"THE AMAZON DELIGHT"
24" x 24" HEIGHT-52" or 58"

We'll sell you an old-fashioned bell shaped
cage if you insist, but let us send you
information on a better idea! Rectangles are
more space efficient, easier to maintain and
birds love roof top playpens ....

• Quality craftsmanship
• Lead free quality paint
• Lifetime corrosion warranty
• Heavy duty decorator casters
• Roof top play area with

elevated perches
• Heavy gauge wrought iron
• Swing-out feeders-bolt locking
• Top & Bottom E-Z clean trays

"THE MAJESTIC MACAW"
58" TALL X 36" WIDE
24 " 3D" or 32" DEPTH I
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I nglebrook WE SHIP ANYWHERE

nformation \~§fii5)
194 Eastern Avenue , _

Pasadena, Calif. 91107
(213) 681-9785

Please send pictures and cage dimensions to:

Name

Address _

City State Zip _

Type of bird(s)


