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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE

Dedicated to conservation of bird wildlife through encouragement of
captive breeding programs, scientific research, and education of the general public.

MEMBER NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

African Love Bird Society
American Cockatiel Society

American Pigeon Fanciers Councit
American Budgerigar Society

MEMBER CLUBS

ARIZONA
Arizona Aviculture Society
The Seed Crackers

CALIFORNIA

American Canary Fanciets

Aviary Association of Kern

Butte County Bird Club

California Game Breeders’ Association
Capitol City Bird Society

Central California Cage Bird Club

Exotic Bird Breeder's Association

Exotic Hookbill Society

Finch Society of San Diego County

Fresno Canary & Finch Club

Golden Gate Avian Society

Golden West Game Breeders & Bird Club
Great Western Budgerigar Society
Hookbill Hobbyists of Southern California
Long Beach Bird Breeders

Norco Valiey Bird Breeders

Nu-Color Bird Association

Orange County Bird Breeders

Redwood Budgic Hobbyists

San Diego County All Bird Breeders Association
San Diego County Canary Club

San Francisco Avicultural Society

San Gabriel Valley Parrakeer Association
Santa Clara Valley Canary & Exotic Bird Club
South Bay Bird Club

South Coast Finch Society

Southern California German Toy Pigeon Club
Valley of Paradise Bird Club

West Valley Bird Society

Western Type Canary Exhibition

World Avian Conservationists

COLORADO
Rocky Mountain Socicty of Aviculture

CONNECTICUT
Connecticut Association for Aviculture

DELAWARE
Delaware Aviculture Association

FLORIDA

Aviary & Cage Bird Socicty of South Florida
Central Flotida Bird Breeders

Gold Coast Exotic Bird Club

Greater Jacksonville Avicultural Society
Greater Miami Avicultural Society, Inc.
Lemon Bay Bird Club

Sunshine State Cage Bird Society

Suncoast Avian Society

GEORGIA
Georgia Cage Bird Society

ILLINOIS
Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club
Iltinois Game & Pet Breeders Society

IOWA
Mid-America Cage Bird Society

KANSAS
Kansas Avicultural Society

KENTUCKY
Central Kentucky Bird Society
Kentuckiana Bird Society

LOUISIANA
Gulf South Bird Club
Southeastern Aviculturist Association

MARYLAND

Baltimorce Bird Fanciers, Inc.
Maryland Cage Bird Society
National Capitol Bird Club

MASSACHUSETTS
Boston Socicty for Aviculrure
Western New England Cage Bird Society

MICHIGAN

Ann Arbor Cage Bitd Club
Mid-West Canary Club, Inc.
Motor City Bird Breeders
MINNESOTA

Minnesota Cage Bird Association
MISSISSIPPI

Mississippi Budgerigar Society

MISSOURI
Heart of America Parrot Society
Missouri Cage Bird Association

NEVADA

Las Vegas Avicultural Society
Northern Nevada Cage Bird Society
Vegas Valley Caged Birds Association

NEW HAMPSHIRE
New Hampshire Avicultural Society

NEW YORK
American Singers Club, Inc., Chapter #1
New York State Budgerigar Society

NORTH CAROLINA
Charlotte-Metrolina Cage Bird Society
Smokey Mtn. Cage Bird Society

OHIO

Central Ohio Bird Fanciers, Inc.
Cleveland Canary & Cage Bird Club
Mid-America Exotic Bird Society
Ohio Valley Cage Bird Club

OREGON

Cascade Budgerigar Society
Columbia Canary Club
Exotic Bird Club of Oregon

PENNSYLVANIA
Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Club
Greater Pitrsburgh Cage Bird Society

SOUTH CAROLINA
Carolina Cage Bird Club

TEXAS

Capital City Cage Bird Club
Dallas Cage Bird Society

Gulf Coast Avicultural Association
Fort Worth Bird Club

UTAH
Avicultural Society of Utah

VIRGINIA

The Commonwealth Avicultural Society
Tidewater Bird Club

Virginia Ornamental Society
WASHINGTON

Northwest Aviculture Society
Northwest Exotic Bird Society
Washington Budgerigar Society

WISCONSIN
Wisconsin Cage Bird Club
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Edited and Researched
by Richard Tkachuck, Ph.D.
Perris, California

EDITOR’S NOTE: As an introduction,
let me thank the many people who have
responded favorably to this column. It is
nice to know that a need is being met.
We are, however, going to have to set
some ground rules. A number have writ-
ten to be pur in comtact with other
breeders who might be working with
stmilar birds. This we have decided not
to do. The reasons are several. In the first
place, to maintain a current list of
breeders of @l sorts of birds would be
nearly impossible to do. Secondly, we at
the Watchbird are fealous to preserve the
annonimity of the readers and breeders
and do not wish to take the responsibility
of checking the reliability of each person
who makes this request. Sorry about this
folks. Unfortunately not everyome in-
volved with birds has the same degree of
integrity.

Another request. When you write,
Dplease be as specific as possible. We have
received some letters with the generality
of “‘please tell me how to breed birds."’
Enough said.

Question: How much cold can lovebirds
stand? I'd like to move mine outside m a
flight with a draftproof shelter without
heat. It gets down to zero here in
southeast Kansas but doesn’t stay there
long.

Answer: Your question brings me back
to the time when I lived in Nebraska and
longingly looked at pictures of aviaries in
Florida and California wishing that my
birds could get out of their basement
room. Your problems are several. First,
zero degrees, and I assume fahrenheit
and not centigrade, is actually 32 degrees
below freezing. That is cold. I have look-
ed at a lovebird distribution map and
nowhere does it get this cold in their
range. I know of no one who has kept
them under the conditions you mention-
ed and if anyone has PLEASE WRITE. If
you are going to experiment, use birds
you do not mind losing too much. Draft
free space is necessary and so is the
absence of moisture such as leaking



roofs. I know of someone who lost a sun
conure when the weather dropped to
freezing and the bird took a bath and got
a chill.

Having lived in the midwest, I am
especially concerned for bird people
there as they have special problems. I am
willing to devote space to these pro-
blems, but need to know of innovative
ideas as to how these problems can be
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Linda Rubin/ Northeastern ® Dick R. Muench/ Southeastern ® William C. Wilson/ Mideastern ® Ray H. Rudisell/Central
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Question: What is the smallest pen that LE%{SL@{IX&)L}QI()S}%N
. . on -
rosellas can be kept in for breeding? STATE and REGIONAL COORDINATOR
Answer: According to one breeder, his Ray H. Rudisill (314) 645-6757
success, and it was considerable, was at- REGIONAL COORDINATORS
tributed to flights of 25 feet in length
d h feet in heicht. Anoth NORTHEASTERN CENTRAL
and perhaps 10 cfet in height. Another Tim Dahle (301) 7604626 Gartie Landry (318) 828-5957
breeder I know of has had success in a
SOUTHEASTERN WESTERN
flight 8 feet in length, 6 feet high and 4 Steve Silver (904) 775-8657 Jeff L. Wigginton (206) 939-8267
feet wide. I am sure some have had suc- MID-EASTERN CALIFORNIA
cess in even smallcr ﬂlghtS but dO not Craig Hendee (312) 724-2578 Patricia Barbera (707) 996-4266
know of these. (If true, let’s hear from
you ) ( ’ STATE COORDINATORS
Someday, I am going to write an art- Truman Mayrard (209 5676585 Dr, Thormas B, Angel Jn. (606 371492 Nike Mkt G19) 648.7
e N . an Maynar 7 r. L el, Jr. (606) 371-4929 919) 848-7770
cle on the probability of breeding a bird. e omas B Angel, Jr. (606) the Miller ©19)
LR .2 ) ALASKA LOUISANA NORTH DAKOTA /SOUTH DAKOTA
In outline it will say the following: Let’s Virginia Staley (907) 3446732 Joan Bordelon (504) 769-0322 Carol Hamilron (605) 535-2541
say F}.)at all thmgs' being equal, the pro- ARIZONA MAINE OHIO
bability of breeding a bird is 100% if Mickey Ollson (602) 939-1003 Achie Fairbrother (207) 304-2252 William P. Maynard (513) 559-1419
you put oat groats into the feed and 90% CALIFORNIA (north) MARYLAND OKLAHOMA
is you dO not. LCt’S also Say that lf you Jim Smith (916) 534-1505 Ro Dahle (301) 760-4626 Dr. Roger W. Harlin (405) 636-1484
put a bu‘d in an 8 fOOt ﬂlght, all things CALIFORNIA (cenerai) M‘ASSACHUSETTS QREGON
. . Hank Johnson (209) 233-3322 Gary Lilienthal (617) 542-7070 Kay Maht (503) 543-6042
being equal, that there is 100% chance MICHIG SENNSYLVANIA
: : CALIFORNIA (south) IGAN
O}E brcc.(}lng the blffi, bUt.O?lY aﬂ?oh% Dick Schroeder (213) 645-5842 Garry R. Susalia (313) 335-0643 Herschel Frey (412) 561-7194
chance 1f you put it 1nto a six foot thight. COLORADO MINNESOTA SOUTH CAROLINA
This means that if the bird is in a 6 foot Kevin Wirick (303) 623-5959 Jerry Sanders (803) 578-6541
flight with no oat groats in the feed that CONNECTICUT MISSISSIPPI TENNESSEE
. . leer J. Willoughb 7296 D .
thcrc is Oﬂly an 80% chance that YOU WIH Walter J. Willoughby (203) 528-729 James Duroy (601) 625-7262 )
. DELAWARE MISSOURI TEXAS
have. SU;CCSS.hThC Pl'OblClm in bird gfced% Diane Korolog (302) 328-8376 Eilcen Karius (314) 351-2580 Karen Bookout (713) 864-9759
ing is that there are a large number o L
- ¢ ORIDA MONTANA UTAH
factors which lead to ultimate success. If Mrs. M. Simmons (305) 772-2632 G. Alfan Taylor (406) 587-3338 Rex Kennedy (801) 571-6183
each one is less than at the 100% level GEORGIA NEBRASKA VIRGINIA
thC probability Of GCdeUCtiVC success George Hilder (404) 957-2892 Robert G. Travnicek (402) 821-2490 Bradley G. Dalton (804) 587-1570
; imini _ What of n HAWAI NEVADA WASHINGTON
mpldly d ShCS W at otten happe S Richard Hart (808) 239-8146 Pat Dingle (702) 647-2213 Joe Longo (206) 631-4245
is that a person sees where corners have
b b . d d l d h ILLINOIS NEW HAMPSHIRE WASHINGTON D.C.
been cut by some 1ndivy du? and thesc Ralph H. Milos (312) 434-9777 F. Lawrence Brandt (603) 642-5074 Ruth Hanessian (301) 424-PETS
ideas are then incorporated into the per- INDIANA NEW
JERSEY WEST VIRGINIA
sonal methods of the breeder. When Dr. Barry Adler (201) 762-5488/283-2110 Pauty Knoblauch (304) 725-5601
there is no success, it may not be that the N 10WA _ NEW MEXICO WISCONSIN
DCle tried itcm 15 at fault but that thc Dr. William D. Klipec (515) 277-6745 Clifford Brane (505) 864-7496 John Nero (414) 499-9013
: : KANSAS NEW YORK WYOMING
new rTCtl:iOd lO‘Ilchd by Jufit alhlt)tle zhat Donald Tillotson (316) 686-0716 Arthur Freud (516) 265-6479 Jerry Youmans (307) 237-9564
was already a close to unideal breeding
situation. It should be the goal of the SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE
breeder to attempt in every way to raise Joe de Aguiar (213) 429-9801
the probability of breeding in all aspects
of bird care. I realize that captive

breeding methods can seldom be 100%
for all necessary factors, but these should
be wotked towards.

SCHEDULE FOR AFA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS

Mark these dates and plan to attend!

Help: We have a question on breeding
Brazilian cardinals, (hOW big a ﬂight, February 18 thru 20, 1984 @ New Orleans, Louisiana
food, compatibility with other birds,
nesting needs, and how to sex them).
Remember, if you reply, plcasc givc a August 1 thru 5, 1984 e Orlando, Florida
phone number. o

May 19 thru 20, 1984 @ Las Vegas, Nevada




