
Beautiful Birds
Feed on Kaytee Tri II

Healthy birds are beautiful birds.
Their plumage shines. A complete,
palatable diet containing essential
vitamins, minerals and those little
extras like flax and niger seed pro­
duce vigorous beautiful birds.

by Toni Bucci,
San Pedro, California

"Hints for the Beginner
During Breeding Season"

An unhatchedegg andajust-hatchedbaby Gloster.

All this is available to your pets
with one word: ... TRILL
Kaytee Trill!

Beauty and Economy too; ifs
wonderful.

(!fiJ "mE '''DUCTS INCORPORATED

Kaytee feeds are distributed nationwide

It is Kaytee quality that has made its
product known nationally. In business
since 1866, the company continually im­
proves its product and services. All
Kaytee products should be available at
a dealer near you. If you have no
dealer. please contact Kaytee Products,
Inc.. Chilton. Wisconsin 53014.
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I believe that if one has been breeding
canaries for two or more years, he or she is
likely to be a dedicated, patient, stub­
born, and very persevering person. The
challenge is great, and rewards can be
greater. There is nothing more fulfilling
than to see your favorite pair of canaries
raise successfully one or twO clutches of
beautiful babies. But, things don't always
work out the way you expect them to hap­
pen.

EGG BINDING
What is there to do when the hen builds

a beautiful nest and is sitting on the bot­
tom of the cage, puffed and listless, ob­
viously egg-bound? My immediate reac­
tion would be to place her in a hospital
cage. The heat, set at 90 0 -95 0 F., will
relax the hen, and hopefully she will expel
the egg.

If one does not have a hospital cage, a
heating pad placed on the bottom of the
cage and covered with a towel to prevent
soiling will do the job. Remove the perch­
es from the cage in order to force the hen
to sit on the heated pad. Cover the cage
with another towel, and adjust the heat to
. 'high." Monitor the cage, as the hen may
expel the egg within one hour. I have sav­
ed many hens using the hospital cage or
heating pad methods.

What makes the hen egg-bound? A
soft-shelled egg is most likely to be the
reason. A soft-shelled egg is like an in-

flated balloon. When squeezed by the
hen's muscular contractions, it becomes
stopped instead ofexpelled. Possibly, lack
of calcium in the hen's diet prevents the
shell of the egg to harden. Adding small
amounts of bone meal to nestling food
should solve future problems. Bone meal
is available from any health food store.

Low temperatures in the bird room is
another possible reason for egg-binding.
Temperatures of 65 0 -70 0 F. make the
bird room comfortable during breeding
season.

INCUBATION
Once the hen has laid her clutch of

eggs, I remove the male from the cage and
leave the hen alone to incubate the eggs
and rear the chicks until they are able to
support themselves. It takes 13 days of in­
cubation to hatch the eggs. If the hen has
sat on the eggs for 13 days or more, and
you find nothing has happened, then you
and the hen have wasted several valuable
days of the breeding cycle. There is a
method to check whether or not the eggs
are fertile at the very early stage of incuba­
tion without removing the eggs from the
nest. Placing the tip of a small pen-light
next to the eggs will reveal whether the
eggs are fertile or not. The eggs at this
stage are transparent, and light will shine
through them. If the interior of the eggs
appears to be reddish and showing tiny
red blood vessels, the egg is fertile. A non-
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fertile egg will appear clear with a
yellowish tint. This test is effective from
the fIfth day on, with the interior of the
eggs becoming very dark during later days
of incubation. If eggs are found to be
clear, they can be removed, and the hen
will abandon the nest. She will now lay
another clutch of eggs, hopefully within
the next ten days.

If you fInd only one egg to be fertile, it
would be wise to remove the egg and place
it under another hen which is at the same
stage in incubation, therefore saving
much valuable time.

Provided that all of the eggs are fertile
and the hen continues incubating, at a
later date you can check the eggs for
viability. On the twelfth day, place the
eggs in a cup fIlled with warm water (90 0

F.). The eggs will float, and those eggs
that have a live chick in them will move
slightly. Try not to leave the eggs in the
water for more than one minute. To
remove the eggs from the nest, and again
from the water, use a teaspoon. During
hot and dry weather, wetting the eggs will
help the chick to break out from the egg.

HATCHING
The 13th day after the hen began to in­

cubate the eggs is the big day. This is the
day when all of your anxieties and hopes
are fulfllled. The tiny chicks are fInally out
of the egg. If there is one egg or two that
did not hatch, it is advisable to leave them
in the nest for several days to come. The
egg will act as a spacer to prevent the hen
from suffocating the chicks. If it happens
that all of the eggs hatch, I place an ar­
tifIcial egg in place of a real one. I know,
some of you will say that it is not necessary
to do this. Well, it is not necessary to say a
prayer, but it feels better when I do. I will
agree that some hens will not require the
procedure of placing an artificial egg in
the nest to protect the chicks. But, why
take a chance?

If the hen knows what to do, she will
proceed to feed the chicks immediately. It
is advisable to add a pinch or two of' 'Sal
Hepatica" to the drinking water at this
time, or even better, prior to the hatching
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DIETS FOR BIRDS IN CAPTIVITY
by K.C. Lint & A.M. Lint

This reference book is zoo management oriented.
"an inside look at zoo bird management ... never before has there
been a single book published providing captive diets for all birds"
book review Pat Sutherland.
"the birds are listed by orders & different diets are listed for
diverse species within an order" book review Sheldon Dingle
"instant reference ... to nesting habits a classic on aviculture ...
no zoo or serious aviculturist should be without this knowledgeable
book" Rosemary Low

222pp. clothbound S50.00

PARROTS THEIR CARE AND BREEDING
by Rosemary Low

The most comprehensive coverage of the parrot family in captivity.
This book deals very thou roughly with all aspects of parrot keeping
and includes true experience of many breeders throughout the
world. 670 pp. 90 color photos & b/w ill us. S55.00

We accept MasterCard and VISA
Include expiration date

AVIAN PUBLICATIONS
310 Maria Drive Dept. A.F.A. Wausau. WI 54401

(715) 845-5101

We sell only fat and healthy birds - Guaranteed!!
All birds can be shipped anywhere in the U.S., and
can be surgically sexed. We operate a U.S.D.A.
quarantine station.

Quantity prices are available on Macaws, Cockatoos,
Amazons, Finches and Softbills.
SPECIAL: Baby African Greys

Get on our Mailing List!

Parrot Paradise - 21512 Bon Brae
St.CI.Sh., Mich. 48081 . (313) 776-3551

of the eggs. Sal Hepatica is a mild laxative
and antacid which will stimulate the hen' s
appetite and entice her to feed her babies.

This phase of breeding is when a new
set of anxieties will arise. Will the hen
feed the babies? If she does, it will be ob­
vious. A tiny bit offood will be noticeable
in the babies' crops. A small portion of
nesting food should be served two or three
times a day. My nesting formula was given
in the Oct/Nov 1981 issue of "Watch­
bird."

If the hen fails to feed the chicks, hand­
feeding will keep the chicks alive, provid­
ed you are home and have the time to do
it. A good hand-feeding food can be
made by mixing Gerber's' 'High
Protein" Baby Cereal with egg yolk and
warm water made into a paste. I use a
toothpick to administer the paste to the
chicks. Hand-feeding should be repeated
several times a day with final feeding
before the lights go out. In many in­
stances, the hen will begin to feed on her
own after two or three days of hand­
feeding. If the hen decides not to feed at
all, the chicks should be placed under
another hen in the process of rearing her
own babies. A good hen will feed others
than her own babies readily.

BANDING CHICKS
Banding chicks is a must. No serious

breeder will neglect this important step of
rearing canaries. Banding requires very
critical timing. The sixth day after hatch­
ing is the mean time to perform the task.
However, the timing may vary con­
siderably. Timing depends on the effi­
ciency with which the hen is feeding. A
well-fed chick could be ready to be band­
ed on the fifth day. Badly fed chicks could
require waiting until the seventh or
eighth day. The proper time to band is
when the band slips on the leg with a small
amount of effort. A loose band will slip
off.

Here are a few simple steps on how to
install the band. Place the baby canary in
the palm of your left hand. With the tips
of your thumb and fingers free, hold the
leg and foot, and place the ring over the
three front toes; see Fig. 1. Next, pull the
ring over the knuckles with the back toe
bent back; see Fig. 2. Now, push the ring
as far up to the leg as it will go past the
back toe. It may be necessary to push the
ring while holding the front three toes.

If banding is delayed by a day or two,
and the band is too hard to slip on, apply­
ing a small amount of saliva will lubricate
the skin, and the band will slip over easy.
If you are too late, do not force the band.
The final position of the band should be
as seen in Fig. 3.

THE CRITICAL PERIOD
After banding, the rearing should contin-
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ue with no major problems. It's not until
the chicks reach somewhere around the
15th day ofexistence that things might go
wrong. At this time some hens will exhibit
the desire to start a new nest. In this case,
the hen may pluck the chicks. The ac­
cepted theory is that the hen needs
nesting materials, and the chicks' feathers
fulfill this need. When this happens,
unless you do something, the hen will
proceed to denude the chicks.

There are several actions which you can
take. The first one I would consider is to
place the chicks with other hens which are
at approximately the same stage of rear­
ing. At this time, the chicks are already
banded and mixing with others will not
interfere with the records.

If other hens are not available, remove
the nest and the hen from the breeding
cage, and place them in a small flight. If
possible, the flight should have a wire
floor to prevent the hen, and later the
chicks, from picking up stale nestling
food. Another empty nest and ample
nesting material should be provided.

Hopefully, the new environment, nest
and nesting material will divert the hen
from plucking for three to five days until
the chicks leave the nest. Ifafter the chicks
have left the nest, the hen still insists on
plucking the chicks, they should be plac­
ed in a small cage within the flight cage.
The hen will be able to feed the young
through the bars of the small cage, but
will not be able to pluck them. The small
cage should also have a wire floor. The
cage can be made using '12 x 1inch welded
wire, making sure it will fit through the
door of the flight. The same method of
building the cage can be used as described
in the last issue of' ·Watchbird." A perch
should be placed within the small cage to

provide a comfortable roosting place for
the young.

A small amount of nestling food mixed
with soaked or cooked seeds should be
placed within the small cage, preferably
on the floor of the cage. This food should
be replaced two or three times a day.
Within a few days, the young will be
eating on their own. At this time, the
male should be introduced to the hen and
placed back in the breeding cage. The
young can be removed from the small cage
and left in the flight on their own.

Providing the hen does not pluck the
young and continues feeding the young
until they leave the nest, I place the young
and the hen in a small flight with a wire
floor, thus giving the young room to exer­
cise their wings and provides environment
for shorter weaning period.

The next article will continue with the
guidelines, dealing with colorfeeding and
the molting period.•
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