
NOTICE
All correspondence

intended for the editor
of the Watchbird

should be mailed directly
to his address.

Sheldon Dingle
P.O. Box 340

Norco. CA 91760
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Dear Editor
Having been a member of the AF.A.

for some time now, I want to repeat what
I said in a previous letter. ..''your
magazine is outstanding and I enjoy it
more than I can say". Also a big thank
you for all the work the AF.A is doing
on our behalf.

Having felt, like most of us, that this
could not happen to me, you can imagine
the horror and heartbreak I felt a few
weeks ago when upon going out to feed
my birds I found the lock cut on one
aviary. I stood stunned for a moment,
then dashed into the walk-in area. The
doors to the various compartments were
standing open. Nothing was left except
some very young cockatiels. The thief
knew just what he wanted.

Of course I called the police at once.
My heartbreak changed to frustration as
I talked to them. First I was told to forget
it - that one bird looks just like another
so how could I prove which ones were
mine. They also said that even if the bird
was banded the thief could cut off the old
band and put on his own. I had a suspect
in mind but the police said there was not
enough evidence to get a search warrant.
In other words, it was hopeless. I am out
a large sum of money plus some birds I
raised from chicks - birds that would
come to my shoulder in the aviaries. I can
not express my feelings.

I know that there has been talk, by the
AF.A and by the government, on ways
to mark birds for positive identification

but I now know that leg bands are out.
Perhaps some sort of tatoo would work.
I'm writing this letter as a warning to
others who think it can't happen to them
- that their birds can't be stolen.

I hope the AF.A will take on the prob
lem of identifying birds. Just now I find
myself afraid to replace my stock for fear
the same thief or someone else will
return. I can not afford it, to say nothing
of the unhappiness it brings. I love my
birds, each and every one.

M. M. Menser
Plantation, Fla.

My dear young lady, please accept my
deepest sympathy for the loss of your
birds. I know all too well the terrible jolt
it is to walk out to your aviaries and find
that your sanctuary has been physically
violated. I once had the horror offinding
an aviary door swinging open and a pair
of blue Ringnecks missing. Rather upset
ting, that.

Since then I have been extremely aware
of the security factor that has become a
sad but necessary part ofaviculture. It is
hard enough to get aviaries up and to get
birds in them. It seems to be even harder
to keep the birds in them. There are
however, several rules of security that
one can follow.

First, of course, make your place as
physically secure as possible. The aviaries
should be fenced in - preferably with a
high block wall or solid wood fence that
hides them from the view of passersby.
The fence should be activated with

something as simple as an electric wire or
as sophisticated as an electronic intrusion
system.

Second, one should secure the aviaries
proper. Keep them locked except when
you are working in them. Employ
spotlights in such a way that a thief can
not approach the cages under cover of
darkness. An intrusion detection system
should protect the aviaries as well as the
outer perimeter of the property.

Third, the use of watchdogs is quite
effective against about 80 to 90% of the
ordinary bird thefts. The casual crook is
not given to fighting it out with a pair or
more of junkyard dogs. My own dogs
escaped a while back, bit seven people
and cleared the whole area. The beasts
are a cross between Pit Bulls and the wild
Australian Dingo. It is true that a very
serious thief who knows what he is after
will kill or sedate watchdogs and go on
about his burglary, but that sort ofcrook
is quite rare. And this brings up another,
most unhappy aspect of security.

As is probable in your case, many,
many birds are stolen by aviculturists and
bird people who are very familiar with
the birds they want. A few years ago a
friend had his aviaries broken into while
he was attending a bird meeting in broad
daylight. Many mutation Indian
Ringneck!i were stolen, and so were the
splits. The normal birds were left. The
thief was very intimate with the birds he
stole. The blue Ringnecks stolen out of
my cages were taken by some one who
had been on the property and who knew
a bit of my comings and goings.

It is a moral outrage that one can not
trust other bird people. A great deal of
joy is connected with sharing the
pleasures of one's collection. But it can
not be done lightly. I personally know
hundreds of fine aviculturists whom I
respect and whose company I enjoy, but
so far only five souls have been to my
new place. One of the hazards of having
lots offriends over, even though they be
perfectly pure and innocent, is their inno
cent blabbing. The right fellow may un
wittingly tell the wrong fellow just what
he needs to know. Of course, the tighter
one's physical security is the more one
can relax the above precaution. As it hap
pens, neither I nor my beautiful lady are
very socially inclined. Be careful about
passing your address around. Be cagey
while on the phone. I'm sure you have all
noticed that I can speak or write for
hours without telling anyone anything.

Again, madam, my condolences for
your loss. I do hope your letter will serve
as a warning for others.

Ed.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
CLASSIFIED RATES - $5.00 minimum charge for 4 lines of type (average 7 words per
line). Additional charge of 911 per word for. ad running over 28 words. (28 words to include
name, address and phone.) All copy to be RECEIVED BY 15th day of month preceding
publication. One inch boxed ad - 58 word maximum - $12.00.

Dear Mr. Dingle:
Upon reading my July, 1979 issue of

AGAPORNIS WORLD, I find that
A.F.A. is "trying to bring pressure to
bear. .. so far no tangible results", with
regard to the Seattle Symposium Papers
fiasco!

Well, here is one more person who
sent $26.50 to IECF - way, way back
on August 27, 1978. Since I had
responded to an ad for these papers in
American Cage-Bird Magazine, I wrote
ACBM a letter on Dec. 19, 1978 telling
them that I did not have my papers and
that I got no response to my follow up
letter to IECF on November 18, 1978.
ACBM wrote to me on Jan. 4, 1979 giv
ing me a phone number for the IECF
office and saying that mine was the
only complaint they had received about
non-delivery of the paper. To sum up: I
called IECF office 1-12-79 and left
message; Mr. van Oosten called me
1-16-79 and said papers would be
mailed by end of February. Sent post
card to Mr. van Oosten 4-4-79; he
returned it with a note "Book at
'publishing right now - about 3 weeks
till mailing". By then he was signing
himself "Jan" as we had approached a
first-name calling relationship.

Several of my friends had attended
this symposium last March (1978) and
came home with glowing reports and
indications that this outfit was the
"Cadillac of bird organizations". I can
see how this could be - if enough
people sent them $26.50 and got
nothing in return, their bank account
must be very fat!

My puny little breeding "farm"
operates on the proverbial shoe string
and I cannot afford too many losses
like this. Unfortunately I have not hit
upon such a wonderful, easy money
making scheme.

Just wanted to add my gripe to your
long list.

Sincerely,
Martha Ann Medlar
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FOR SALE Breeding Bird Ranch/Mini
Farm/SpacIous 3 brdm home on ';' acre
zoned for breeding efC, 3000 sq ft. of aviaries
apx., good Income, horses ok, room to ex
pand, good area. 4336 La MadAra Ave, Norfh
EI Monte, Calif 91732 Owners Judy & Price
(213) 443-4623 Agent. BILL DOWNER (213)
284·7895 (24 hrs) HERBERT HAWKINS
REALTORS

FOR SALE: Baraband pairs and extra females (sex
guaranteed); Adelaide Rosella pairs & extra females
(sex guaranteed); Blue, Stanley, Golden-mantled
Rosella; many colored. European stock, DALE
THOMPSON, 10520 Magnolia Blvd., No. Hollywood,
Ca 91601, Phone 805-252-3447

I'm writing an article on talking birds and want
fo include your experiences. Especially in
terested in humorous or Interesting anec
dotes, unsuccessful as well as successful
taming and training methods or any tricks you
have discovered that helped. Write or phone
Don Pardoe, 1581 Life Sciences Bldg., Univer
sity of California Berkeley, Ca. 94720, (415)
527-5228 evenings.

FOR SALE: Grand Eclectus female, handfed, tame
$150000 Red-Tailed African Greys, handfed, tame
$800.00 each All 1979 hatched In my aViary. No ship
ping Jo Hall, Thorndale, Texas (512/898-2552)

FOR SALE: Stanley, Blue, and Pennant
Rosellas. Princess of Wales, Barraband, Rock
Pebler, Parrakeets. Red Capped Parrots
(Australian), Red Fronted Kakarikis. WANTED
Swainson's Toucans, Banded Aracaris.
Rodney Barth, PO. Box 1162, Yorba Linda, CA
92686 (714) 528-7926

RARE 28's Rosellas-$2,800/pr., Red Caps (Pileated
Parrakeets) $1,500/pr Feather Hollow Ranch,
Woodland Hills, CA (213) 340-5086. Will ship within USA.

COCHRAN AVIARIES: available now in limited
quantities, Gouldians (full color), Owl Finches,
Masked Grass, Diamond Sparrows, Cherrys,
Tri-Color Parrot Finches, Chestnut Breasted
Mannikins, Fire Finches, Violet Eared Wax
bills, Alario Finches, Yellow Winged Pytilia,
Crimson Pileated Finch, South American
Rusty Seedeaters. Various others. Peggy
Cochran, 3678 Asbury Ct., Mariettta, Ga
30062, (404/977-9842).

Citron Cockatoos, Blue and Gold Macaws, African
Grays. Handfed from our own aviary, with loving care.
Mickey Hensel, RT 1 - Box 222, Kankakee, IL 60901
(815) 932-9631

FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG-Parrot Cup
Holders with Stainless Steel Bowls. Parrot
Stands. Automatic Watering Systems. In
cubators. Flush Ground Cutting Pliers "J" Clip
Pliers Breeding and Flight Cages. Metal Feeders.
Welded Wire. Stainless Steel Feed & Water Cups
for Birds & Small Animals, and Much More.
AVIARY & ANIMAL PET SUPPLY, 125 Cooper
Drive, Hurst, TX 76053. (817) 589-0064

FOR SALE: 1 male Yellow Headed Amazon,
age 15 yrs., $175 or trade for guaranteed
female Green Cheeked Amazon. One White
Eyed Conure. $30. WANTED: Female Green
Cheeked Amazon, male Lilac Breasted Roller.
pair Melba Finch, pair Paradise Whydah, pair
Fairy Bluebird. Contact: Miller Park Zoo,
Bloomington, IL (309) 829-7961.

FOR SALE Princess of Wales, Citron-crested
Cockatoos, Adelaide Rosellas, Pennant Rosellas, Bar
rabands, Rock Peblers, Red Caps, Kakarlkis. Jerry
Jennings, 1803 Pontius Ave, Los Angeles, CA (213)
884-5476

LORIES EXCLUSIVELY: Chicks hand
reared to order (presently offering Dusk
ies, Black-Caps, and Moluccans). Attrac
tive prices on single birds and groups of
two. No Shipping. Call between 6 and 8
P.M. Pacific Time, (503) 399-0306. War
ren and Darlene Hearle, Salem, Oregon.
(No imports have entered our aviaries for
over one year.)

AT SUPER BIRDS LTD., Ft. Pierce, Fla., we
breed birds; Cockatiels, Finches, Macaws, Yel
low Napes. Often we have great buys on various
others, all year long, from cooperating breeders
throughout the USA. Call 305-461-6484.

FINCHES TO MACAWS: Will ship 
wholesale and retail - please specify.
Send to: Walton Mills Aviaries, Rd. I,
Box 191, W. Mt. Vernon, Maine 04352.
Ph. (207) 293-5481.

SUPER BIRDS LTD has a fine selection of
excellent birdS. Retailers and jobbers please
note - we offer an alternative to the ordinary
suppliers. 305-461-6484.

WANTED: Eclectus, Moluccan Cocka
toos and Sun Conures. Private breeder.
Reply: Box 727, Bodega Bay, CA 94923.

ASSEMBLED NESTING BOXES: Parakeets
$25.00 and $26.00. Lovebird - $34.00, Finch
$14.00, COCkatiel $50.00 by dozen. Blocks
extra. $4.00 and $8.00. R&R CABINET SHOP,
Box 23, Big Spring, Texas 915/267/8552.

LIVE MEAL WORMS encourage breeding, pro
vide natural vitamin-packed nutrients for growth
and development. Fun to hand feed for tam
ing! Wholesale to ClUb Members: 5000 @
$10.00; 10,000 @ $19.00; 20,000 @ $35.00.
Handy cups of 500 in bran only $16.80 per
dozen. SO POOL YOUR ORDERS! Call
tonight (714) 298-5678 until 7 p.m. Olympic
Meal Worms, Dept. A.F.A., Box 2500/2501,
La Jolla, CA. 92038. Cal res. add 6% sales tax.

COCKATIELS, ALBINOS, PIEDS and NOR
MALS. Young birds or birds old enough to
breed. Reasonably priced. Will ship. Millers Bird
Farm, Ryan, OK. Call 405-757-2437 anytime.

COLORED ALUMINUM COCKATIEL & LOVEBIRD
BANDS-black, blue, gold, green, red, silver. Please
give the follOWing Information Initials wanted (up fo 3).
Cockatiel or lovebird, consecutive numbers wanted
Open or closed, year and color. All bands are 13<1:
each in the above colors PLASTIC HAND FEEDERS
pays for itself many times over Save the abandoned
young bird or help the slow feeders. 10 cc. hand
feeder, $2.35 each. Two for $4.25. Five for $8.95. On
all orders under $5.00 please add 50<1:. Calif residents
please add 6% sales tax. L&M BIRD LEG BANDS,
PO BOX 2943, SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92406

NAME THAT SEED I Labeled samples of 30 seeds
used In aviculture. Conveniently sealed in single
plastic sheet suitable for framing. $5.00 postpaid
Midwest, Box 122-F, Chesterfield, Indiana 46017.

BIRD SEXING SERVICE BY LAPAROSCOPY Max E
Weiss, DVM, (213) 881-6344.
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