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Abyssinian Lovebirds, pair,
(Agapornis taranta taranta)

Abyssinian Lovebirds, hens,
breeder/ owner, Agapornis Acres
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Abyssinian Lovebird, male



BreediQg

t~e flbyssiQiaQ
hovebird
by Conrad Meinert

BIRD problems?
SCALY-FACE, SCALY-lEG
and SCAlY-lEC MITES,

FUNCUS on
Face- Body- Legs?

ARLIS (!)

try SCALEXfJ
Mr. 0 of Hawaii write.:

Enclosed i. In order for 3 bottle. of
SCALEX - it really workl wonders on
the parrakeets I have treated. I don't
want to be without SCALEX I

Mrs. M of Indiana writee:
Your SCALEX saved my mOlt prized
hens.

Much of what has been written about
Lovebirds in our journals during the past
five years deals with the Peachface or any
of the four white-eyering species. It is
therefore ofconsiderable interest to report
on a successful attempt to breed the Abys
sinian Lovebird. I would like to hear from
others who have bred the Abyssinian,
Madagascar or Redfaced Lovebirds so we
can have another update at afuture time.
R. Erhart, Lovebird Editor

My collection of birds has always in
cluded a fair number of Lovebirds but until
recently I have never attempted to breed
any of those species which can be visually
sexed. I had always been told they were
difficult to breed, and due to their pugna
cious nature should be kept one pair to a
flight.

Late in 1977 I had an opportunity to
acquire two pair of Abyssinian Lovebirds
(Agapornis taranta). How could I resist:
the birds were beautiful, the price was
right, and the possibility of breeding them
was to much of a temptation.

One pair was noticably more relaxed
and I decided to place them in a cage
measuring 30 inches by 24 inches. A nest
box (6 x 6 x 8 inches high) was partially
filled with peat and cedar shavings and
hung inside the cage. The number 2 pair
was placed in an aviary to compare which
breeding environment might be preferred.

It was nearly March, 1978, before the
hen of the # I pair started to pay attention
to the nest box. She was obviously dis
turbed with the contents of the box, be
cause before long she had nearly carried
out all peat and shavings. After adding
some more, she again proceeded to clean
out her house and dump all shavings on the
cage floor. I gave up and hoped that if any
eggs were laid they would be safe and
sound on the concave bottom of the nest
box.

During the third week of March the hen

had settled down with her nesting chores
and she remained in the box day and night.
After about another week my curiosity got
the best of me and a brief inspection re
vealed 3 white eggs. All three hatched I

sometime halfway through April, but I
was unable to record the exact number of
days of incubation.

ow the real fun began. Just as the birds
had hatched we experienced a prolonged
period of heavy rain, and coupled with the
large amount of ground moisture stored by
one of the worst winters on record, the
ground was unable to absorb nature's
bounty. As a result there was standing
water everywhere, and our basement.
where many of our birds are housed, look
ed more like a swimming pool rather than a
comfortable bird breeding room. Our
work seemed endless, and the water came
faster than we could empty it. To reduce
the risk of accidental drowning in the avi
aries we left all basement lights burning
day and night.

Naturally, I was very much concerned
about my Abyssinians. High humidity and
molding feed as well as the constant com
motion of removing the water could have
easily led to a failure of rearing the three
young. But the hen seemed undisturbed
and by early May I was able to close-band
all three babies. The bands were accepted
without complication and after another
few weeks the youngsters were out and
flying.

All young Abyssinians look similar to
the mother,i.e. there are no red feathers
visible on the forehead. Yet the feathers
under the wing clearly differentiate the
sexes: those of the males are black and
those of the females green. Using these
sexing marks I could identify two males
and one female.

The second pair which I had set up in an
aviary during 1978 showed no signs of
wanting to breed. So I switched them to a
large flight cage during the early months of
1979. The hen showed immediate interest

Mrs. K of Texas writes:
I am enclOling a check for 3 more
bottles of SCALEX, I have tried a lot
of remedies and SCALEX is the only
one I have found that really works.

Set SCALEX at ynr pet dealer or sent direct,
postpaid, on receipt ef $2.50 (3 for $6.50) inclades
postage and hndling.
NOTE - If order II to be lent Tia FAST First
Cia.. Man add 50c to til. $2.50 order or $1.00 to
the $6.50 ord.r.

California ..lld.llta add 6% IIlel ta".
NO C. O. D.'s PLEASE!

When ordering direct, please include your ZIP No.
Deale,. Inqui,.iu Invited
THE ARLIS COJlPAIU

B.,. 3S-2J7 W
LOl A....I... California 90035

COMPLETE LOCAL
WAREHOUSE STOCKS

Smooth,
Clean
Welded
Surlace

GALV. AFTER AVIARY NETIING
24" thru 72" x 100 Lin. Ft. Rls
'I, x '/, Mesh 22 Ga.

GALV. B4 POULTRY NETIING
12" thru 72" x 150 LIn. Ft. Rls.
1" Mesh 20 Ga. - 2" Mesh 20 Ga

GALV. WELDED FABRIC
24" thru 72" WIde x 100 Lin. Ft. Ris.
1" x 'I" x 16 Ga. - 1" x 1" x 16 Ga 

1" x 1" x 14 Ga.
2" x 1" x 14 Ga. - 4" x 2" x 14 Ga. 

4" x 2" x 12'1, Ga.

GALV. WELDED & WOVEN
HARDWARE CLOTH

'I, x 'f, Mesh 19 Ga. - ';' x 'I. Mesh 23 Ga. -
" X 'I, Mesh 27 Ga.

FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION

CITY WIRE CLOTH, INC.
3706 Avalon Blvd.. Los Angeles. CA 90011

(213) 232-5166
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Abyssinian Lovebird youngster 2 months old.

in her nest box, but for some reason de
cided to completely demolish the perch in
front of the entrance hole. aturally I
wanted to help out and 0 replaced the
perch. But after my kind gesture the hen
refused to re-enter the box and instead
decided to lay her 4 eggs on the Iitter of the
cage floor. I in tum decided to improve the
situation placing the litter and the 4 eggs
into a round feeding dish. To my surprise
she continued to incubate and finally
hatched her first baby. Unfortunately it
was trampled and died. At this point I
decided to remove the remaining eggs and
found that only one of the e was fertile.
This fertile egg was placed under the # I
hen which was sitting on 3 fertile eggs
again. Eventually she hatched all four eggs
and raised four beautiful babies.

One final note about my feeding pro
gram. I offer a good quality parakeet mix
both dry and soaked. A separate dish is
filled with a cockatiel mix. Canned or fro
zen com is also offered on a regular basis,
particularly during the breeding season.
All my Abbies like endives and an occa
sional slice of sweet apple.

I am really looking forward to the next
season because I am sure both old pair will
raise for us again, and I can also set up one
additional unrelated breeding pair of my
own cage-bred Abyssinians.

P.O. BOX 4525
126 E. SPRUCE ST.

COMPTON, CA. 90220

THE EXACT PRESCRIPTION FOR A HEALTHIER, HAPPIER, CONTENTED BIRD.

RAINBOW MEALWORMS contain 12 of the 16 elements that are found in
living tissue and rich in vitamins A and B. Natural vitamin A is essential to
your birds nutrition and growth. Vitamin B is required to maintain the
nervous system.

RAINBOW MEALWORMS are a living food, clean and odorless. They
should be kept under refrigeration at 40 0 to 480 (but not necessary). At
this temperature they become dormant and maintain perfect condition for
several months.

RAINBOW MEALWORMS are graded in four sizes for your cor.veniences:
SMALL, MEDIUM, LARGE, and MIXED. Each and every worm is fresh
and lively. No need for sorting or sifting. We guarantee 10% or more over
count per measure.

PROMPT SHIPMENT ALL YEAR AROUND.
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE ARE ENCLOSED WITH FIRST ORDER.

MEALWORM BULK WHOLESALE PRICES
COUNT 1,000 $2.75 5,000 10.00
50 $3.60 2,000 5.25 10,000 19.00
100 5.40 3,000 6.75 20,000 35.00
500 16.80 ~ 40,000 58.00

~ \ / California Residents
THE BEST FOR LESS add 6% Sales Tax.

M"(;~;;'~~~~~i;~;'.m'~~p.\N·BOIs-~
~MEALWORMS~
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