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Letters to the Editor 

Sheldon, 

Thank you for your article, "Can Birds Fly? Animal 
Cargo on Continental Airlines," (AFA Watchbird, vol. XXX, 
no. 3,2003). We use Continental QuickPak whenever possi­
ble. 

The article omitted one point that should be of impor­
tance to many breeders. Because of the way Continental 
handles live animals, it does not enforce the same tempera­
ture restrictions as other airlines. When we take a bird to our 
local Continental freight office, the agent calls a courier to 
come get the bird. The bird then rides to the airplane in a 
heated and air-conditioned van. It will enjoy the same treat­
ment during plane changes and upon arrival at its destina­
tion. Therefore, the bird is not subject to the conditions on 
the tarmac where temperatures may be extreme. During the 
summer months and often in the colder parts of the winter, 
we could not ship if it weren't for Continental. 

Even Continental won't accept a bird ifits destination 
is Phoenix and the temperature is 115 degrees or 
Minneapolis and the temperature is 10 below, but it is much 
more flexible than other airlines, some of which implement 
a blanket embargo on live animals from mid-May through 
mid-September. And, I'm not sure that people should be 
allowed to fly to those destinations under those weather 
conditions. 

Delta recently introduced a fair for birds that is slight­
ly lower than Continental's. But we ship Continental unless 
we have to use Delta. We want Continental's pets program 
to remain profitable so that the airline will continue to offer 
its current level of service. 

The only problem with Continental is that its regional 
jets do not accept live animals. The cargo holds simply get 
too cold. Therefore, flights are limited to some destinations 
and non-existent to some smaller airports. 

To sum up, we are very pleased with Continental and 
are willing to go out of our way to support it to help ensure 
that the airline continues to provide us with superior service 
for shipping our birds. 

Regards, 
Scott Lewis 
Old World Aviaries 
Austin, TX 



Eastside 
Veterinary Hospital 

Phone: (352) 394-6624 
Fax: (352) 394-8199 

1086 East Highway 50 
Clennont, Florida 34711 

Re: "What To Feed (2nd Part)" 

January 11, 2004 

Just a couple of comments on Mr. 
Wilson's article. First, "IU" stands for 
International Units and not injectable 
units. Second, one of the major prob­
lems with seed diets is that few birds 
eat all the different seeds and other 
components of seed mixes. The vast 
majority of my clients that feed seed to 
their birds tell me that their birds gener­
ally eat only one or two of the seed 
types in the mix, leaving the rest in the 
bowl or on the cage floor. Just having 
the seed in the bowl is no guarantee that 
the bird eats all of it. Part of the idea 
behind pellets is to remove that variable 
from the equation. Some birds do thrive 
on an all seed diet. And some people 
drink and smoke and live to be 90 years 
old. Most, however, do not. 

A pelleted diet is not perfect. The 
science of avian nutrition is still young. 

I apologize if this was covered in 
Part One but my copies of "The 
Watchbird" seem to come sporadically 
and I never received that last issue. 

Sincerely, 

William Geiler, VMD 
Eastside Veterinary Hospital 

Commercial Member 
Veteri narians 

Arizona 
North Central Animal Hospital 

Hillary Frank, DVM 
Phoenix (602) 395-9773 

Palo Verde Animal Hospital 
Ross E Babcock, DVM 

Phoenix (602) 944-9661 

California 
Animal & Bird Hospital 
Dr Robert Stonebreaker 
Del Mar (858) 755-9351 

Sunset Cliffs Animal Clinic 
Christy Berg, DVM 
Ed Acosta, DVM 

San Diego 

The Animal Hospital & Bird Clinic 
Daphne Hill DVM 

Fresno (559) 227-5575 

Wilshire Animal Hospital 
Santa Monica 

Dr Frank Lavac 
(310)828-4587 

Delaware 
Windcrest Animal Hospital 

Dr Morgan Dawkins 
Wilmington 

Florida 
Eastside Veterinary Hospital Inc 

William Geiler, VMD 
Clermont (352) 394-6624 

Last Chance Farm, Inc 
Bern M Levine, DVM 
Miami (305) 595-1674 

Illinois 
Chicago Exotics, PC 
Susan Horton, DVM 

Skokie (847)329-8709 

Maryland 
Pulaski Veterinarian Clinic 

William Boyd, DVM DEPPL, ABVP 
Baltimore 

Missouri 
Bird Medicine and Surgery 

David Kersting, DVM 
Chesterfield 

New Jersey 
Ridgewood Veterinary Hospital 

Dean J. Cerf DVM 
Ridgewood 

New York 
Northside Animal Hospital 

Mark Salemi DVM 
Staten Island (718)981-4445 

Ohio 
Avian Health Clinic 

Ram Mohan, DVM, Phd 
Reynoldsburg (614)755-2273 

Metropet Animal Hospital 
Linda Wiley DVM 

Berea (440) 826-1520 

Pennsylvania 
East York Vet Center 

Dr Valerie Miller, DVM 
York 

Rhode Island 
Atwood Animal Hospital 

Julie Pelto DVM 
Cranston (401) 942-7360 

Texas 
Jan Raines, DVM 

Dallas (214) 221-4394 

Virginia 
Potomac Valley 

Veterinary Hospital 
Rose Ann M Fiskett VMD 

Fairfax (703) 425-7387 
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