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Morning weigh in,
a standard procedure.

The young scarlet macaw is obviously older than the blue and golds but only with
bands can one keep accurate records if many birds are involved.

Greenwing macaw babies ranging from 52 to 62 days of age.
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Your Macaw

by Joanne Abramson
Fort Bragg, California

The decision to band your baby
birds may originally be difficult for
you. All of us have heard stories over
the years about injuries to birds that
have open bands left on from quaran-
tine stations. Years ago our vet warned
us about the problems associated with
these bands. He had seen multiple
injuries ranging from broken legs to
mutilations and death associated with
them. After we listened to his stories, it
seemed like the only humane thing to
do was remove them. Since he checks
all new birds, the bands are removed at
that time, along with routine blood
tests and cultures.

In 1986, New York passed a law
requiring all birds coming into the state
to be closed banded. While there were
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Solid colored birds are the hardest to tell
apart. Bands are very belpful distinguish-
ing one from the other.




When You Care for Rirds,

Choose \ardel.

A complete selection of products for complete bird care.

Ornacyn®

Handy, safe, non-toxic broad
spectrum antibiotic for
respiratory infections in
cage birds.

Ornacyn-Plus™

Treatment for respiratory
diseases of pet birds. Controls
diarrhea, corrects vitamin
deficiencies, relieves stress.

Ornacycline™

Treatment for respiratory
and intestinal diseases of
pet birds. Fruit flavored, fast
dissolving tablets.

Furazite ™

Nitrofurazone for birds:
broad spectrum Gram-nega-
tive antibiotic for treatment
of intestinal disorders.

Ornalyte ™

Special electrolytes-trace
mineral formula (fortified
with high potency vitamin
complex), for birds under
stress.

Quell™
Anesthetic spray
relieves skin irrita-
tion. Bitter taste dis-
courages picking,
promotes healing.

Mardel
Laboratories, Inc.

1958 Brandon Court
Glendale Heights, IL 60139
312/351-0606

Mardel-
when you
care for pets.
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OrnaMite™

Safe, fast-acting formula
controls stress-causing mite
infestations. Handy tube
applicator; contains no
hydrocarbons.

VitaFlight®

13 essential vitamins for pet
birds. Fruit flavored powder
to add to the drinking water.

Ornabac™

Natural food additive for pet
birds. Keeps digestive tract
healthy, controls diarrhea,
relieves stress.

Staym
Non-stinging, non-toxic
coagulant cream stops
bleeding fast after clipping
bird nails or beak.

Brite N'Shine™

Spray sheen for dull plumage;
relieves dry skin. Purcellin
oil encourages preening.

WaterGuard ™

Safe, non-toxic ingestible
disinfectant for the bird's
water supply. Effective
against bacteria, fungi and
yeast growth.

CageGuard™

Controls growth of bacteria,
viruses and fungi on cages
and perches, including wood
and plastic.




ALABAMA
Central Alabama Aviculture Society

ARIZONA

Arizona Aviculture Society
Avicultural Society of Tucson
Arizona Seed Crackers Society

CALIFORNIA

Antelope Valley Bird Society

Aviary Association of Kern

Avicultural Association of
San Francisco

Budgerigar Research Association

Butte County 8ird Ciub

California Game Breeders
Association

Capitol City Bird Society

Central California Cage Bird Club

Coastal Avian Society of Capitola

Contra Costa Avian Society

Finch Society of San Diego County

Foothill Bird Fanciers

Fork & Feather Bird Club

Golden Gate Avian Society

Golden West Game Breeders and
Bird Club

Great Western Budgerigar Society

Hi Desert Bird Club

Hookbill Hobbyists of Southern
Califomia

Inland Game Bird Breeders
Association

Long Beach Bird Breeders

Norco Valley Bird Breeders

North County Aviculturists

Orange County Bird Breeders

San Diego County Bird Breeders
Association

San Diego County Canary Club

San Gabriel Valley Parakeet
Association

Santa Clara Valley Canary &
Exotic Bird Club

Simi Valley Bird Society

South Bay Bird Club

South Coast Finch Society

Valley of Paradise Bird Club

West Valley Bird Society

Western Bird Breeders Society

COLORADO

Rocky Mountain Society of
Aviculture, Inc.

CONNECTICUT

Connecticut Association for
Aviculture, Inc.

DELAWARE

Delaware Avicultural Association

FLORIDA

Aviary & Cage Bird Society of
South Florida

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE

Dedicated to conservation of bird wildlife through encouragement of
captive breeding programs, scientific research, and education of the general public.

MEMBER NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
American Cockatiel Society, Inc. = American Budgerigar Society, Inc.  International Dove Society
Nationai Finch & Softbill Society ¢ National Parrot Association « British Columbia Avicultural Society
National Cockatiel Society ¢ International Softbill Society * Southeastern Aviculturists Association
Avicultural Society of America » Society of Parrot Breeders and Exhibitors

MEMBER CLUBS

FLORIDA (continued)

Bird Club of Manatee

Central Florida Bird Breeders
Association

Exotic Bird Club of Florida

Gold Coast Exotic Bird Club, inc.

Greater Brandon Avian Society

Greater Miami Avicultural
Society, Inc.

Jacksonville Avicultural Society, Inc.

Miami Parrot Club, Inc.

Ocala Cage Bird Society, Inc.

Polk County Avicultural Society

Suncoast Avian Society

Sunshine State Cage Bird
Society, Inc.

Tropical Cockatiel Club of Miami

West Florida Avian Society, Inc.

ILLINOIS

Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club, Inc.

Heart of Illinois Pet Bird Club
Nini Bird Fanciers

McLean County Pet Bird Club
Mid-West Hookbili Club

IOWA

Mid-America Cage Bird Society
KANSAS

Kansas Avicultural Society, inc.
KENTUCKY

Kentuckiana Bird Society
LOUISIANA

Capital Area Avicultural Society
Gulf South Bird Club
MARYLAND

Baltimore Bird Fanciers, Inc.
Maryland Cage Bird Society, Inc.

MASSACHUSETTS

Berkshire Cage Bird Friends Unlimited

Boston Cockatiel Society, Inc.
Boston Society for Aviculture, inc.
Exotic Cage Bird Society of
New England
Massachusetts Cage Bird
Association, Inc.
Western New England Cage Bird
Society

MICHIGAN

Ann Arbor Cage Bird Club
Great Lakes Avicultural Society
Motor City Bird Breeders, inc.

MINNESOTA

Minnesota Cage Bird Association
MISSOUR!

Missouri Cage Bird Association

NEBRASKA
Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society

For information about contacting any of these member clubs, please call
that club’s closest state coordinator. There is a state coordinator
listing with phone numbers elsewhere in this publication.

NEVADA
Las Vegas Avicultural Society

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society
New Hampshire Avicultural Society

NEW MEXICO
Flying Feathers Aviculture Society

NEW YORK

Feathered Friends Bird Club

Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association

Greater Rochester Hookbill
Association

Rochester Cage Bird Club

NORTH CAROLINA
Smoky Mountain Cage Bird Society
Triad Exotic Bird Club

OHI0
Cleveland Cage Bird Society
Golden Crescent Cage Bird Ctub

OKLAHOMA
Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma
Oklahoma Cage Bird Society

OREGON

Emerald Exotic Bird Club
Exotic Bird Club of Oregon
Northwest Bird Club

Rose City Exotic Bird Club

PENNSYLVANIA

Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Club
Chester County Bird Breeders
Delaware Valley Bird Club

Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society
York Area Pet Bird Club

TENNESSEE
Greater Memphis Bird Club
Middte Tennessee Cage Bird Club

TEXAS

Dallas Cage Bird Society

Fort Worth Bird Club

Houston Cage Bird Association

UTAH

Avicultural Society of Utah
Utah Pheasant Society

VIRGINIA
National Capital Bird Club
Peninsula Caged Bird Society

WASHINGTON

Cascade Canary Breeders
Association

Greater Spokane Avicultural Society

Northwest Exotic Bird Society

Washington Budgerigar Society, Inc.

WISCONSIN

Milwaukee Bird Society, Ltd.
Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, Inc.
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mixed feelings about the validity of the
law, the fact remained that it was,
indeed, a law and therefore had to be
obeyed. Since I had several people
wanting macaws in New York I duti-
fully ordered bands and started pulling
my birds at an earlier age in order to
closed band them. We specialize in
breeding the larger species of macaws,
so they are closed banded between 16
and 20 days (depending on the species
and how long they are left with their
parents). At first this was a hassle. My
breeding macaws are very capable
birds, eager to raise their own young,
and doing a great job of it as well.

This is now my third year of banding
birds and so far I've had no problems
with injuries (although I believe they
are still possible). Loose wires or
broken cage bars could trap them.
What is a surprise to me is the advan-
tage of banding. There are stagesina
clutch of macaws where the babies
look vastly different — let’s say when
you have babies that are 9, 12 and 15
days old. However, when these birds
grow up and are around 40 to 50 days
old, their weights start leveling off and
they still don’t have extreme feather
differences (mainly because they don’t
have lots of feathers). Also, at the early
stages the feathers look similar when
the birds are from the same parents or
species. There is not much difference
in feathers on a solid colored bird such
as a hyacinth macaw.

Like many aviculturists, we weigh
our birds every morning. Before we
started banding, the hatch date sep-
arated the macaws on the weight
records. When we were raising only a
few macaws and only one pair of a
given species bred in the same month
this was fine. However, when two or
more species decided to go to nest in
the same month it became a bit diffi-
cult. As I see it the advantages and
disadvantages are as follows:

Short Range Advantages: 1) Initial
identification linking the baby with a
hatch date and genetic information, i.e.
hen and cock, clutch mates, weight
records. 2) Positive sex determination
linked to the band number, after
feather or surgical sexing.

Long Range Advantages: 1) Using
information gathered from your short
range advantages being able to provide
unrelated breeding stock with positive
identification. 2) Possible use of the
band if the macaw is stolen (there is the
chance that the thief will remove the
band). 3) Band number linking the bird
to a weight record that, in conjunction



with the rest of your records (see
below), will assist you in creating a
database file to help you in the future. N 5
Disadvantages: 1) Potential of band O avt
getting caught and hanging the bird.
2) While the birds are infants, the
bands collect feces and have to be 1988 DFFIBER(SM 95078
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