
specie th variou sub pecies are only
ubtle changes in body size and/or

coloration.
Paloma morada, as it is frequently

called in Mexico, prefers emi-arid
oodland and river wood , but can

be found up to 7,000 t et in th defor­
e ted mountain lope· of northwe tern
Costa Rica. Since it is g nerally closely
a ociated with riverine areas, often
below 3,500 feet the rang map pub­
Ii hed in Goodwin's Pigeons and
Doves of the World overstates the
pecies' actual range. Breeding records

in the literature exi t in every month
from March until August. Lik most
other tropical pigeon only a single
egg i laid (record d a being 40.5 x
26.6 mm and olid whit in colora­
tion). The incubating bird defend it
nest t arIes loft n allowing approach
within inches before it d parts. While I
ha e never obser ed a nest, it i said to
be of typical frail stick construction.
An excellent photograph of a ne t with

gg can be found on page 108 of
Breeding Records of Land Birds in
Oaxaca) Mexico (Stuart Rowley,
editor: Western Foundation of Ver­
tebrate Zoology) publication o. 3,
Vol. 2).

e ts of the red-billed pigeon have
been discovered from five feet to 30
feet high in a ariety of tree and
hrub from cypres , bull acacias, and
apling evergreens to clumps of thorny

pejibaye palms. Feeding upon small
fruits, berrie and acorn , the red-billed
pigeon i often the bird one first
encounters in the tropics. While many
of us view pigeons of varied colora­
tion the imp~e beauty of the red­
billed pigeon, in the Wild, leaves a
lasting impression of nature's perfec­
tion. Just remember not to look for the
red bill! •
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II~'I ~:~~~I~~~~~;~~geof the
(Columba flavirostris)

pig on with maroon on it for part .
The f male are noted a being paler
and duller (head, neck, breast and
Ie er ing covert ) whit the young
male ar brighter than young t males.

hi! everal ub pecie e it, the
most frequently ob erved birds,
Columba flavirostri flavirostris)

ccur from th Rio Grande alley of
Te a outh to El Salvador. Additional
ub p cie inhabit uitabl ar a

throughout th r maind r of it rang
in Central Am rica outh to northern
Co ta Rica. A with many other bird

Red-billedpigeon photographed at the
Belize Zoo, Belize, Central America.

U.S.A.

Guatemala

EI Salvador
Costa Rica

Panama

The hug c pre tr e ov rhung th
Rio Corona with their giant arm .

early touching the ater in place
the haded th ri er from the har h

exican sun. Traveling down an obvi­
ou ly worn path I arriv d at the ri r'
edge only to capture a parting glimp e
of several wild mu co ducks. D pite
being the ize of a goo e th man u -

r d the the turn in the riv r lik
falcon. Bird watching generally i n t
very producti e during the mid-da
hour 0 I P nt more time looking for
aquatic life than arboreal form . A ru ­
tling in the tree , howev r, warranted
attention and re ulted in my introduc­
tion to the red-billed pigeon (Columba
jlavirostris).

The fir t thing ou willlik ly notic
abou t the pig on i that it bill i not
r d! In fact only the ba al part of the
bill ired. Thi 13-inch-Iong bird i
frequently de cribed a a large, dark

by Jack Clinton-Eitniear
San Antonio, Texas

ed-billed
Pigeon
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A complete selection of products for complete bird care.

Iiil Mardel
L.=J Laboratories, Inc.
1958 Brandon Court
Glendale Heights, IL 60139
312/351 -0606

Mardel­
when you
care for pets®
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Ornacyn®
Handy, safe, non-toxic broad
spectrum antibiotic for
respiratory infections in
cage birds.

Ornacyn-Plus™
Treatment for respiratory
diseases of pet birds. Controls
diarrhea, corrects vitamin
deficiencies, relieves stress.

Ornacycline™
Treatment for respiratory
and intestinal diseases of
pet birds. Fruit flavored, fast
dissolving tablets.

Furazite™
Nitrofurazone for birds:
broad spectrum Gram-nega­
tive antibiotic for treatment
of intestinal disorders.

Ornalyte™
Special electrolytes-trace
mineral formula (fortified
with high potency vitamin
complex), for birds under
stress.

Quell™
Anesthetic spray

relieves skin irrita-
tion. Bitter taste dis­

courages picking,
promotes healing.

OrnaMite™
Safe, fast-acting formula
controls stress-causing mite
infestations. Handy tube
applicator; contains no
hydrocarbons.

VitaFlight
13 essential vitamins for pet
birds. Fruit flavored powder
to add to the drinking water.

Ornabac™
Natural food additive for pet
birds. Keeps digestive tract
healthy, controls diarrhea,
relieves stress.
StayTM
Non-stinging, non-toxic
coagulant cream stops
bleeding fast after clipping
bird nails or beak.

Brite N'Shine™
Spray sheen for dull plumage;
relieves dry skin. Purcellin
oil encourages preening.

WaterGuard™
Safe, non-toxic ingestible
disinfectant for the bird's
water supply. Effective
against bacteria, fungi and
yeast growth.

CageGuard™
Controls growth of bacteria,
viruses and fungi on cages
and perches, including wood
and plastic.


