Watch a California Condor Chick Grow Up—LIVE
CORNELL L AB BIRD CAMS SITE PROVIDES A UNIQUE
VIEW OF ENDANGERED SPECIES
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or the third year in a row the public has a unique opportunity
to get up-close and personal with a California Condor chick
through livestreaming video of a nest. The chick and its
parents live in the remote mountains near Hopper Mountain
National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) in Ventura County,
California. The camera was made live for the public today
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service along with partners,
including the Cornell Lab of Ornithology which will carry
the live camera on its Bird Cams website.
“We are excited to share with the world another view into a
California Condor nest, and allow the public a glimpse into
the day-to-day activities of these amazing birds,” said Joseph
Brandt, supervisory wildlife biologist with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) Hopper Mountain NWR.
“The livestreaming nest camera allows people from around
the world to personally connect with these magnificent and
endangered birds and learn what is needed to save them.”
Female condor #513 and her mate, male #206, are raising
their single chick tagged #871, 50 days old as of today. This
is their third attempt at nesting together although this is the
first year they are featured on the Cornell Lab Bird Cams site.
“Webcam viewers will see the rich social interactions of these
intelligent birds, such as the two adults sharing parental duties,

and their interactions with each other and the chick,”said Dr.
Estelle Sandhaus, director of conservation and research at
the Santa Barbara Zoo. “Condor chicks actually engage in
‘play’ by pouncing on and grabbing feathers and sticks, for
instance. It’s a thrill to watch the chick grow, learn, and play
under the watchful eyes of its dedicated parents.”
Last year’s livestreaming video of a California condor chick
hatching gained worldwide attention—nearly 1 million views
from 150 countries amounting to 36 years of watching time.
“Last year’s live condor cam at Kofords Ridge gave tens of
thousands of viewers across the world their first close up
view of what it takes to raise a condor,” says Cornell Bird
Cams leader Charles Eldermire. “This year, we’re excited
to introduce a different condor family, trying for their first
successful nest on the open cliffs of Devils Gate.”
Unfortunately the chick featured on last year’s nest camera died
due to unknown causes, but biologists and other conservation
partners are hopeful for a successful year of California Condor
breeding, with at least 11 active nests in California.
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Previous page: California condor #206. Photo by Joseph Brandt/
USFWS. Above: The California Condor chick is gaining size and
strength with each passing day; still shots pulled from the nest
camera video.

The number of California Condors dropped dramatically
in the mid-20th century, leading the USFWS to designate
the species as endangered under the Endangered Species
Act. By 1987 there were only 22 of the iconic birds left
in the wild. Today there are approximately 276 California
Condors living in the wild, with another 200 in captive
breeding populations. The birds do still face threats to their
existence, with lead poisoning as the leading cause of wild
California Condor deaths. California Condors, and their
chicks, ingest the lead after feeding on carcasses of animals
shot with lead bullets.
Another threat specific to condor nests is “micro trash.”
Micro trash are small coin-sized trash items such as nuts,
bolts, washers, copper wire, plastic, bottle caps, glass, and
spent ammunition cartridges. Condor parents collect these
items and feed them to their chick which can cause serious
problems with the chick’s development. Although it is not
completely understood why this occurs, many biologists
believe that the condor parents mistake these items for
pieces of bone and shell which provide a source of calcium
if fed to the chick.
“Nest cameras like this one were first used as a management
tool to help biologists monitor the nests for problems, such
as lead poising and micro trash ingestion, so that we could
intervene on behalf of the chicks if needed,” said Brandt.
“After watching the footage we realized that it was also an
incredible opportunity to show the world just how caring
and attentive condor parents can be, not to mention the
comical behaviors of the chicks.”
Conservation efforts toward the recovery of the California
Condor are achieved thanks to partnerships among federal,
state and private agencies. The Hopper Mountain NWR nest

camera is made possible through the financial and technical
support of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Santa Barbara
Zoo, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, the Western Foundation
of Vertebrate Zoology, Disney Worldwide Conservation
Fund, and Friends of California Condors Wild and Free.
For answers to commonly asked questions about the
California Condor nest camera, the chick, and its parents visit
www.allaboutbirds.org/bird-cams-faq-california-condor-nest/
or www.fws.gov/cno/es/CalCondor/CondorCam.html.
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The Cornell Lab of Ornithology is a membership institution dedicated to interpreting and conserving the earth’s biological diversity through research,
education, and citizen science focused on birds. Visit the Cornell Lab’s website at birds.cornell.edu.
The National Wildlife Refuge System, within the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, manages a national network of lands and waters set aside to conserve
America’s fish, wildlife, and plants. The Hopper Mountain NWR Complex manages four National Wildlife Refuges, and is headquartered in Ventura, California.
It serves as the lead office for the California Condor Recovery Program.
Known as one of the world’s most beautiful zoos, the Santa Barbara Zoo is located on 30 acres of botanic gardens and is home to more than 500 individual
animals in open, naturalistic habitats. It is accredited by the Association of Zoos & Aquariums (AZA), representing the highest level of animal care, and
participates in AZA cooperative programs for endangered species including Asian elephant, California condor, Channel Island fox, and Western lowland
gorilla, among others. The Santa Barbara Zoo is the region’s top paid visitor attraction, attracting nearly 500,000 guests yearly, and has more than 13,000
members. Visit www.sbzoo.org.
Our mailing address is:
Cornell Lab of Ornithology
159 Sapsucker Woods Rd
Ithaca, NY 14850
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Loro Parque Fundación backs Katala in more
conservation successes for the Philippine Cockatoo
Dr. David Waugh
Correspondent, Loro Parque Fundación
Photos: Peter Widmann/KFI

An ‘El Niño’ event causes food shortage, and security concerns put an important area off-limits to
one of the Philippine Cockatoo project’s co-directors, but in the same area 220 cockatoos have
been counted and cockatoos released to the wild at another site continue to survive.

Close to the equator, and with about 7,640 islands, the

Philippines has countless sun-drenched, white-sand tropical
beaches and warm, crystal-clear waters. The western-most
island of Palawan (and its satellite islands) is well-endowed
with these natural assets which, together with the greater area
of forest which it retains, is designated as a Biosphere Reserve
under the Man and Biosphere Programme of UNESCO. It
also constitutes the stronghold of the Philippine Cockatoo
(Cacatua haematuropygia), a species classified in the IUCN
Red List of Threatened Species as ‘Critically Endangered’.
The threats to the existence of the Philippine Cockatoo are
various, but the two main cause of its highly threatened

status are the widespread destruction of its lowland forest
habitat and the illegal removal of mainly young cockatoos
for the pet trade.
Result of these pressures is the disappearance of cockatoos
from most of the Philippine islands, and an upper estimate
of only 1,120 wild Philippine Cockatoos. The lower estimate
could be as few as 640, but without doubt this would be
worse without the strenuous conservation efforts made by
the local Katala Foundation Inc. (KFI) within its Philippine
Cockatoo Conservation Program (PCCP). Katala and
Kalabukay are two local names for the cockatoo. The Loro
Parque Fundación (LPF) has since 1999 been the principal

