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Abstract

One of the first goals of the recently formed Academic Division of the Special Libraries Association
was to develop an open access refereed journal focused on the practical side of academic librarianship. In
accordance with our belief in the benefits of open access (free of price and access barriers), Practical Academic
Librarianship: The International Journal of the S1.A Academic Division applies the Creative Commons Attribution
License (CCAL) to all works published. Readers are encouraged to become part of the change we seek in

scholarly publishing and communication.
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Think Piece

One of the first goals of the recently formed Academic Division of the Special Libraries
Association (SLA) was to develop an open access refereed journal focused on the practical side
of academic librarianship. We recognized that, in order for this endeavor to succeed, our goal
could not merely be to add yet another library-focused journal into the mix. Rather, we needed
to develop a highly regarded, top-tier refereed journal that would provide some gravitas for our
authors, many of whom are at tenure-granting institutions and regard peer-reviewed works as
vital to the system of academic professional advancement. In the highly competitive journal
environment, our goal is to attract both well-known reviewers and quality research papers to
help build the reputation of our journal while advancing the course of knowledge in the field of
academic librarianship.

In accordance with our belief in the benefits of free, open access journals, Practical
Academic Librarianship: The International Journal of the SLA Academic Division (PAL) applies
the Creative Commons Attribution License (CCAL) to all works we publish (read the
summary at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5 or the full license legal code at http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/legalcode).

o Authors retain copyright and grant Practical Academic Librarianship right of first
publication with the work simultaneously licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution License that allows others to read, download, reuse, reprint, modify,
distribute, and/or copy the work with an acknowledgment of the work’s authorship
and initial publication in this journal.

o Authors are able to enter into separate, additional contractual arrangements for the
non-exclusive distribution of the journal’s published version of the work (e.g., post it
to an institutional repository or publish it in a book), with an acknowledgement of

its initial publication in this journal.

While many in our profession are in favor of the concept of open access, there is still
a sense that to be a top journal you must have a prestigious publisher. However, we believe
the most important consideration is not the publisher, but the quality of the peer review and
we have recruited an exceptional review board. Combined with the reputation of SLA and
the technical support of the Texas Digital Library, we believe that our colleagues will consider
Practical Academic Librarianship a viable journal for distribution of their research results. In

addition, we pledge to offer this service, which will provide wide access to all, at no cost to the
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end user or author.

If you believe in the concept (as defined by Peter Suber) of digital, online, free of charge, and
free from most copyright and licensing restrictions, please consider submitting your next manuscript
to our open access journal, PAL. Only through continued, high-quality submissions can we keep
our profession growing and vital while providing PAL5 authors and readers with the reputation that

they seek in the publishing model we all desire.

Becoming the Change We Seek
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